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P all the features you need to 
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storm-defying strength, and each 
rh In ele reen ate uses.co.u k one has a 25-year guarantee so you 


can enjoy peace of mind and the 


0800 694 1929 peace of gardening. 


OHN CAMPBELL 


Welcome 


t this time of year, it’s hard to resist the temptation to 
pick up new plants at every show, fair and garden or 
nursery visit, so this issue we are bringing you expert 
recommendations for plants that peak now, including 
our head gardener’s choice of top performing plants for May (page 
24). Discover the delights of lesser-grown seasonal gems such as 
Disporum (page 44) and Matsumae cherries (page 70), as well as 
water plants for wildlife (page 80), and new ideas for alternative 
‘bedding’ plants to fill gaps in summer borders and pots (page 58). 

We have plenty of beautiful garden inspiration too, from the wild 
bluebells of Enys Gardens in Cornwall (page 36) to the loose and 
lovely cottage-style planting in a small London garden designed by 
Butter Wakefield (page 52). There is a calming, rock-framed family 
garden in Luxembourg by Peter Berg (page 64) and a contemporary 
Cotswold garden by Chris Beardshaw that merges out into 
meadows and woodland (page 108). 

This issue you can also get ahead with our preview of the RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show (page 87), profiling the most exciting designers, 
nurseries and exhibits that are going for Gold. Plus, find lots more 
in-depth insight into what goes into designing the incredible show 
gardens in our Talking Gardens Chelsea podcast series, featuring this 
year’s top designers, which is available from 16 May. 

And speaking of insights, this issue we are delighted to begin 
a new column with Dr Ken Thompson 
(page 31), who will be examining 
conventional gardening wisdom to 
see if it really stacks up, starting with 
accepted advice on home composting. 


Cpepuawie Mahon 


STEPHANIE MAHON, EDITOR 


Have you listened to our new 
podcast Talking Gardens yet? 

To find out more, scan this QR code 
with your phone camera or visit 
link.chtbl.com/TalkingGardens 


Instagram @gardens_illustrated 
VY Witter @Gdnslllustrated 
f Facebook @gardensillustrated 


Fragrant Heliotropium arborescens 
‘Reva’ is one of our alternative 
bedding ideas, page 58. 
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Alfium azureum 
starting at £3.95 for 25 bulbs 


About Farmer Gracy 


Have you ever grown the biggest and best Dutch 
bulbs? Farrer Gracy is the place youl find thern, 
and you'll be blown away by the flower quality 

and longevity of the blooms. 


Situated in the heart of the famous bulb-growing 
region of the Netherlands, we've got the pick of 
some of very best bulbs in the world. The highest 
quality, top-size bulbs grow into tha most 
incredible, reliable and long-lasting plants, and 
we're delighted to be able to share with you the 
cream of the crop to plant in your own garden. 


We ship these top-notch bulbs directly to you, 
fresh from the Dutch bulb fields and raring to 
grow. In doing this, we respect the environment 
and take pride in our sustainable methods. 
Avoiding plastic wherever possible and packing 
bulbs the old-fashioned way - by hand, into 
traditional paper packets. 


Starting with some fantastic bulbs to plant now 
for summer, followed by a brand new autumn 
range available to preorder from next month. 


Tulip 'Eyelash' 
starting at £3.75 for 5 bulbs 


Fritilloria uva-vulpis 
starting at £3.75 for 15 bulbs 


Crocus ‘Spring Beauty’ 
starting at £3.90 for 16 bulbs 


The ultimate goal is to create a garden whichis 
show-stopping all year round, or for as much of the 
year as possible. It's entirely achievable, given time 
and the addition of new plants each spring and 
autumnin preparation for the seasons ahead, Now's 
a good time to make a start on what will be an 
ongoing project which is both exciting and rewarding. 
Gardens take time to establish and each year there 
will be something which can be changed, moved or 
added to adapt and improve its appearance - 
watching your garden evolve as it matures is part of 
what makes horticulture so satisfying! 


When to order plants for a 
year-round display 


Plants and bulbs are available seasonally according 
to their growth cycles, which dictate harvest and 
planting times. This means that achieving year-round 
plant perfection can't be done all in one mass 
planting project, you will need to add te your planting 
scheme in spring and autumn each year te work 
towards a flowering season which lasts seamlessly 
from early spring right through to late autumn, For 
example, spring-flowering bulbs, like tulips and 
alliums, are available to buy through summer and 


Narcissus ‘Tickled Pinkeen' 
starting at £3.75 for 5 bulbs 


AM) 


CRE T6622 


autumn, and must be planted during autumn. Reader offer 
Summer and autumn-flowering plants are available 
to buy during winter and spring in time for spring 
planting. 


To help put your planting ideas into motion, we're 
offering Gardens Illustrated readers a £10 discount 
on orders over £50 until 30 June 2023. Being on the 
cusp of the new season, you can use this discount to 
order from our summer range now, and from our 


autumn range next month! Enter code GICFS23 
The success of your planting scheme also depends Greheckout® 


onthe quality of the plants you add to it. Investing in 
top quality bulbs and plants makes a big difference in 


terms of performance - large bulls and established Do you need planting advice? No problem! We 

bare root are loaded with vigour and produce bigger, want you to get the best out of your bulbs. If you're 

more impressive plants and flowers and will achieve new to gardening, or have decided to try a variety 

the results you're aiming for sacner than smaller or that's new te you, get in touch with our customer when you order A 

cheaper options. care team and our qualified horticulturists will be £50 or more? 
happy to advise. 


Invest in top quality bulbs 
and plants 


If you've been inspired by some of the show gardens 
at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, you may have an 
idea in mind of how you would like to adapt your 
garden. The plants used for Chelsea show gardens 
naturally flower around May, including tulips, alliumns, 
oarmarmental grasses, irises, Geurn, Aquilégia and 
peonies, Some of these varieties are planted in 
autumn and others are available for spring planting. 


ap. 


Salvia ‘Madeline' Aquilegia ‘Pink Petticoat’ Echinacea 'Rainbow Marcella'| Hosta 'White Feather’ Dahlia 'Café au Lait Twist’ 
starting at £5.95 for 1 root starting at £5.85 for 3 roots starting at £8.90 for 1 root starting at £4.95 for 1 root starting at £5.25 for 1 tuber 


"Offer ends 30 Jume 2023, Despatch Aug/Sep. Discount cannot be used in conjunction with any other discount code. Max 1 use per custorner. 
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True to form A little-known 
historic Cornish garden that has 
been sympathetically restored 
Rich tapestry Butter Wakefield's 
timeless and immersive design 
for a west London garden 

Stone gold German rock 
specialist Peter Berg has crafted 
a polished family garden from a 
steeply sloping site 
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Plantsperson’s favourites 

Asa Gregers-Warg, head 
gardener at Beth Chatto’s 
Plants & Gardens, chooses 

her top ten plants for May 
Plant profile: Disporum 
Plantsman Jonny Bruce 
suggests the best of these 
delicate woodlanders 

The new bedding Three 
experts recommend their 
favourite plants for filling 
summer gaps 

Fleeting beauties How a 
remarkable series of flowering 
cherry hybrids, raised by a 
Japanese school teacher, found 
their way into UK gardens 

In at the deep end The aquatic 
plants specialist that is making 
its debut at this year’s RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show 
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Gardening talent Meet 

Sabrina Wood who tends a 
walled garden for a private 
estate in Somerset 

Who's who Garden designer 
Manoj Malde discusses his love 
of bright colour and the need for 
more diversity in gardening 
Granular detail Artist Darren 
Appiagyei showcases the 
natural beauty of wood, 

warts and all 

Potted history Is it time for Alice 
Vincent to say goodbye to her 
dolly tubs and chimney pots? 
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Show garden profiles The 
designers and details of some 
of the key gardens at this year’s 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
Growing for gold Five of the 
nurseries appearing in this year's 
Great Pavilion explain what it 
takes to create a winning display 
Around the show at Chelsea 
2023 The best stands, exhibits 
and products to look out for 


Design news A new makeover 
for Piet Oudolf's borders at 
RHS Garden Wisley 

A wider vision Landscape 
designer Chris Beardshaw 
reveals how he created a 
perfectly formed garden on 

a hilly Cotswold site 
Sourcebook Nine of the 

best bistro sets 


Welcome 

Contributors 

Dig in This month: news of a new 
series of Sky Arts’ The Art of the 
Garden, the SGD’s campaign to 
persuade us all to say no to 
plastic lawns and what not to 
miss at this year’s Chelsea Fringe 
Kitted out For a celebratory 
Coronation picnic 

Subscription offer 

Save when you subscribe 

to the digital edition of 

Gardens Illustrated 

Dirty business In the first of 

his new myth-busting column, 
ecologist Ken Thompson unpicks 
some of the accepted wisdom 
surrounding home composting 
Books From caring for rare and 
unusual houseplants to ideas 
for rewilding, the best of this 
month's new books 

Crossword and back issues 
Next issue What's coming 

up in June 


Immersive planting unites antiqué 
features and contemporary furniture 
in this London garden, page 52: 


take out a digital 
subscription to 
Gardens Illustrated 
SEE PAGE 22 


COVER IMAGE 


Beth Chatto’s Gardens by 
Richard Bloom (page 24) 


ON THE COVER 
May days, pages 24, 

44 and 70 

Chelsea preview, page 87 
Spring delights, pages 36, 
52, 64 and 108 

Bedding 2.0, page 58 
Water world, page 80 


EVENTS AND 
OFFERS 


+ Join us on our four-day garden 
tour of Dorset’'s most-inspiring 
gardens — page 10 

* Save money when you 
subscribe to the digital edition of 
Gardens Illustrated — page 22 

+ Save 20% on plants at Sarah 
Ravent — page 63 


+Saving available to UK residents only 
(excluding Northern Ireland). 


Subscriber copies of Gardens 
Illustrated are now delivered 

in paper wrapping instead of 
recyclable plastic polywrap. 
This paper wrap is 100% recyclable 
and made from sustainably 
sourced paper. Please recycle 
in your kerbside recycling 

bin. We would love to hear your 
feedback, please contact us at 
paperwrap@immediate.co.uk 


LC 
GD 


Design: Kate,Mackay Roberts * 


GARDEN DESIGN 
TRAINING FOR 
PROFESSIONALS 


Find out more about our inspirational 
design training at Royal Botanic 
Gardens Kew, RHS Garden Wisley 
and online. 


“Design: Harry Holding 
mote 5 


Our Diploma and other professional 
development programmes are delivered 
from our home in Royal Botanic Gardens 
Kew with a real-time, online option for 
those wishing to study with us from 
home. In 2023 we also have an 
expanded short course programme for 
professionals and garden enthusiasts at 
all our training centres and online. 


Visit our website legd.org.uk to see how 
our students are creating successful 
garden design careers and discover a 
course that is right for you. 


LONDON 
COLLEGE 
OF GARDEN 
DESIGN 


+44 (0)1483 762955 info@lcgd.org.uk 


Ken Thompson 
Kenis new myth-busting 
column re-examines 
some of our most 
widely accepted 
garden wisdom, page 
31. “There’s lots of 
‘gardening wisdon’ 
out there, but just 
how wise is it?” 


Kirsty Fergusson 
Kirsty visits the little- 
known Enys Gardens 
in Cornwall, page 36. 
“Enys has that magical 
quality of transporting 
you out of the everyday 
world; there’s a 
timeless sense of quiet 
growth and renewal.” 


Contributors 


PSSA 


Eleanor Walpole 
Eleanor photographs 
a city garden with a 
country feel, page 52. 
“Abundant planting, 
clever shading and the 
peaceful fall of water 
invite a throng of 
wildlife to this exquisite 
hidden garden.” 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


James Basson 


James lives in the South of France where he runs Scape Design, a practice 
specialising in low-maintenance and dry gardens. He is a fervent advocate 
for creating sustainable landscapes. The winner of four Chelsea Gold 
medals, he was awarded Best in Show in 2017. 


Fergus Garrett 


Fergus was appointed head gardener at Great Dixter by Christopher Lloyd 
in 1993. He is passionate about passing on his knowledge through student 
programmes at Dixter and worldwide lectures. He was awarded an RHS 
Associate of Honour in 2008 and an RHS Victoria Medal of Honour in 2019. 


Anna Pavord 


Anna’s books include her bestseller The Tulip and most recently 
Landskipping. For 30 years she was The Independent's gardening 
correspondent. In 2000 the RHS awarded her the Veitch 
Memorial Medal. She lives and gardens in Dorset. 


Dan Pearson 


Dan is one of the UK’s best-known garden designers. Eight of his gardens, 
including the Tokachi Millennium Forest in Japan, have won awards and he 
was awarded Best in Show for his garden at Chelsea in 2015. He was awarded 
an OBE in the 2022 New Year Honours for services to horticulture. 


Sarah Price 


Sarah is one of the UK’s most sought-after garden designers who gained 
worldwide recognition for her designs for the 2012 London Olympic 
Park. She won Gold at Chelsea in 2012 and 2018, and was GMG Garden 
Columnist of the Year in 2016 for her design series in Gardens Illustrated. 
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Keith Wiley was head gardener for 14 years at The 
Garden House, a ten-acre garden on the edge of 
Dartmoor, before moving to Wildside, where he has 
created one of Britain’s most innovative gardens. 


Join us on a four-day garden tour, hosted by 
innovative gardener Keith Wiley, to explore some 
of Dorset’s most inspiring gardens of renown 


rom fossil-stacked cliffs to rolling chalk hills and rich 
pastures, the rural county of Dorset has inspired countless 
creative people, both historic and contemporary. With 
expert plantsman Keith Wiley as your host, the tour 
highlights some lesser-known gardens, including the 
The Old Rectory at Litton Cheney, designed in part by Arne 
Maynard, and the richly planted garden at Upper Sydling House, 
originally laid out by the Bannermans. Other gardens are more 
historic, including the walled kitchen garden at Pugin Hall, which 
was designed by Victorian architect Augustus Pugin, and Chideock 
Manor, a Regency manor surrounded by varied gardens including 
a parterre and rose arches. We visit River Cottage HQ, the creation 
of Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall and his knowledgeable team, for 
a tour of the productive ‘no-dig’ walled garden before sitting down 
to a delicious home-grown lunch. There's the chance to peruse the 
plants at Charles Chesshire’s Rare & Special Plant Nursery, 
which includes a range of clematis, hydrangeas and intersectional 
peonies. Your hotel for the tour is 5-star Georgian Summer Lodge 
Country House Hotel in the heart of Thomas Hardy's Wessex. 


10 


EVENT DETAIES 


Price per person, based on two people sharing, is £3,500 
(a single supplement of £400 is levied by the hotel). 


The price includes transportation from Yeovil Junction railway 
station, three nights’ bed and breakfast in the four-star Summer 
Lodge Country House Hotel, Dorchester, and three evening meals 
with wine at the hotel, plus four lunches. Please note that Boxwood 
Tours uses hotels of character featuring a variety of rooms and 
styles. The price does not include extras at the hotel, or travel 
insurance. For more details and for an in-depth itinerary with details 
of day-to-day visits, meals, etc, please contact Boxwood Tours. 


FOR INFORMATION AND 
BOOKING, PLEASE CONTACT 


Boxwood Tours, 1 West Street, Buckingham HK18 1HL, UK. 
Tel +44 (0)1341 241717. Email mail@boxwoodtours.co.uk 
Website boxwoodtours.co.uk 


The tour has been arranged exclusively for readers of Gardens 
Illustrated by Boxwood Tours Quality Garden Holidays, a specialist 
garden tour company set up in 1990. Please note that itineraries 
may be subject to change for reasons beyond Gardens Illustrated's 
control. The tour is financially protected by the ATOL scheme. 
Please see booking conditions for further information or for more 
information about financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go 
to: arenatravel.com/why-arena/financial-protection 


“Tt’s utterly amazing, it’s the central focus of living at 
our house. The quality of the water is extraordinary 
— it’s almost a silky feeling as you glide through it.” 


Swimming pond owner in East Sussex 


Gartenart Swimming Ponds 
Unit 112 Screenworks, 22 Highbury Grove, London N5 2EF 


020 7183 3333 www.gartenart.co.uk 


Q fi 3 
growing year - January to 
} - » a = - & 


The KLC Garden Design KLC’s method of providing ~ 
Diploma is a uniquely tailored close support from an industry- N 


courses designed to prepare connected teaching faculty NN 
students for a career in the of practising designers offers q 
garden design industry. a powerful learning journey. 

Because the learning path As a result, our graduates are 

follows the growing year, initial in demand to work with 

study and final project works prestigious designers. 


takes place in the colder winter 
months either side of practical 
horticulture and live projects 

in the spring and summer. 


Apply now for January 2024! 


Neaarch KIC Gardar 
Ssearch_KLC Garden Diploma 


DIGIN 


What's new, what's growing and what's going on this month 


NEWS COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR 


ARTISTS AT WORK 


Sky Arts’ fascinating peek into the world of garden design, The Art of the Garden, returns to our screens this month with six more 
in-depth examinations of the work of contemporary designers. This second series will feature Luciano Giubbilei’s painterly design 
for a four-acre private garden in southern Tuscany (above), the Siena-born designer's first in Italy; Andy Sturgeon’s rooftop gardens 
for Battersea Power Station; Jo Thompson's Cool Garden at RHS Garden Rosemoor; Ann-Marie Powell's new spaces for 
RHS Garden Wisley; and Alistair Baldwin's sympathetic restoration of the gardens of Kinross House on the shores of Loch Leven. 
The series kicks off with one of Piet Oudolf's first major New Perennial gardens, created in 1999 at Scampston Hall in Yorkshire. The 
Art of the Garden starts on Sky Arts on 9 May at 7pm. Read more about the series at gardensillustrated.com/artofthegarden 
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Love bugs 


The news last year that the RHS was no longer 

classifying slugs and snails as pests probably 

raised a few quizzical eyebrows among 

gardeners, but with biodiversity in crisis these 

are not the only unwelcome garden visitors we 1 
need to reassess. Inspired by Tom Massey’s 
garden for this year’s RHS Chelsea Flower Show Ves aN : 
(see page 90), we’ve asked Tom and the Royal é £4 Pig » 2 
Entomological Society Ip us rehabilitate LY 1. AN \ 4 
the image of some of 


Talking point 


TURF WAR 


Is it time to call time on plastic lawns? 
The Society of Garden Designers (SGD) 
thinks so. With support from the RHS 
and the Landscape Institute, it has 


launched a new campaign — Say ‘No’ 
To Plastic Grass & Plants — to raise 
awareness of the environmental 
damage caused by plastic grass. 

“We reject plastic bags in shops, 
and recycle plastics. We're alarmed at 
the accelerating impact of climate 
change and fearful our children are 
facing a depleted world,” says Lynne 
Marcus (above), co-chair of the SGD. 
“Yet living gardens are being dug up and 
covered with plastic sheeting, killing 
everything and contributing to all of the 
above.” The SGD has produced a useful 
leaflet outlining the detrimental effects 
fake grass has on the environment, with 
ideas for more natural options. As 
Lynne points out: “Our gardens are 
stepping stones to the natural world 
that we need to protect and enjoy.” 

To find out more about the 
campaign and download the leaflet, 
scan the QR code below with your 


phone camera, or go to 


gardensillustrated.com/plasticgrass 


Paper Sweet Pea 
Workshop 
Join Susan Beech from 
A Petal Unfolds to learn 
how to create your own 
crepe-paper sweet pea 
stem in the Nash 
Conservatory. Tuesday 
9 May, 10.30am-2.30pm. 
£100. Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, Richmond, 
London TW9 3AE. Tel 020 
8332 5655, kew.org 
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starting with the 


9 ] How to Make 
ma a Garden 
Learn how to revamp 
your garden on this 
three-day course in 
Brighton. Tuesday 9 to 
Thursday 11 May, 1Oam- 
Apm. £325. The Garden 
House, 5 Warleigh Road, 
Brighton, East Sussex 
BN1 4NT. Tel 07788 
668595, gardenhouse 
brighton.co.uk 


ost maligned garden. y Be AY, - 
insects ina series of exclusive new features, "% ; ; 
h-despised aphid (right). 
Find out more about why we need to learn to 
love even plant-munching invertebrates at 
gardensillustrated.com/ bugs 


Meadow 

Arrangements 
Learn how to create 
ameadow-style 
arrangement on this 
two-hour workshop with 
Pod & Pip. Suitable for all 
levels. Saturday 20 May. 
£75. Ebble House, 
Stratford Tony, Salisbury, 
Wiltshire SP5 4AT. 
Tel 07766 775869. 
podandpip.co.uk 


DIG IN NEWS 


DESIGN 
SUMMER LOUNGING 


The Béste Lounge Chair (€2,000) and Foot Stool (€500), 
designed by Stefan Borselius for Swedish furniture 


maker Skargaarden, take their name from the most southerly 
point of Sweden and combine contemporary Scandinavian 
styling with a timeless, relaxed feel. Made from durable 


; ; 


The RHS Chelsea Flower 

Show's younger sibling returns from 20-28 May 
with more alternative ways to appreciate our 
se spaces. From a plant oe in Seattle, 
where you can join a stream of plant-lovers in 
the beautifully planted University Village, to a 
natural ileavicne workshop at Doddington 
Place Gardens in Kent, there is plenty to enjoy. 
Keep an eye on the website for details of what's 
happening near you. chelseafringe.com 


ade iE gh ; i You can Pens lots more 
Shape of yew ; oe events to enjoy this 


| , month by going to our 
Reputed to be the world’s oldest Peea, — a online diary. Scan this 


topiary garden, established in 1694, f iu — <= QR code with your 
Levens Hall in Cumbria is celebrating ~~ : : phone camera or go to 
World Topiary Day on 14 May with. - , es id ; : —e > = gardensillustrated. 
a series topiary-themed activities... ee . 3 petals 5 com/events 
[t’s.a perfect opportunity:to discover =~". — z 
the gardens with their unique Sn 
._. .collection of ancient box and yews 

- ina range of abstract and sometimes 
surreal shapes, and take a specialist 
topiary tour with head gardener 

.. Chris Crowder. Garden entry is 


= £10.50. levenshall.co.uk 
Ls 
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DIG IN NEWS 


Hot favourite 


Looking for something to brighten summer 
borders? Delphinium ‘Red Lark’ new for this season, 
is astandout, pollinator-friendly perennial for the 
back of a border. Boasting red spires from April to 
June, it costs £14.99 for a 9cm pot from Thompson 
& Morgan. thompson-morgan.com 


DOUBLE GREEN VISIONS 


Two landscape designs by Harris Bugg Studio have been recognised at this year’s 
MIPIM international property awards in Cannes. The redevelopment of Berlin's iconic 
BUFA film campus, Atelier Gardens (above), which is being radically regreened by 
Harris Bugg, won Best Urban Regeneration Project, while an urban forest designed 
by the studio, featuring 100 trees and more than 10,000 plants, will become the 
crowning glory of London office complex Roots in the Sky, which won Best New 
Development. Both projects were led by property investor Fabrix. harrisbugg.com 


Subscribe to our new podcast, Talking Gardens, and listen 
to exclusive interviews with the top designers behind the most talked-about show 
gardens at this years RHS Chelsea Flower Show, including Sarah Price, Harry 
Holding and Cleve West. gardensillustrated.com/podcast 


DIGGING HOES 


BALANCED 
Draper Digging Hoe, 
£29.99, Robert Dyas, 
0333 103 6677 
robertdyas.co.uk 


STURDY AFFORDABLE 
Large Japanese Hoe, Harbour Housewares 
£79, Niwaki, Azada Garden Digging 
01747 445059, Hoe, £19.99, Amazon, 
niwaki.com amazon.co.uk 


Discover a wider range of garden 
hoes by scanning this QR code 
with your phone camera, or visit 
gardensillustrated.com/hoes 
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PORCUPINE PR 20 


SOFAS &STUFF 


www.sofasandstuff.com ie 
Fs 


Visit us at RHS Chelsea Flower Show, stand 615 HIE 


Exbury 3 Seater Sofa in Ganton Woven Linen Stripe Red * Visit one of our 23 beautiful showrooms 


ee 


Craftsman-made in Hampshire for your garden, a new Seat in English Oak, 


Amity 


01420 588444 
www.gazeburvill.com 


OFrsHO 
oe 


a 


alee GAZE BURVILL 


Ph. Julie Skelton 


DIG IN SHOPPING 


KITTED OUT 


For acelebratory Coronation picnic 


COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR AND NIKI GOSS 


1. Elizabeth Check Waterproof Picnic Blanket with Straps, 14.5m x 18.3m, £100, 0117 441 4412, thebritishblanketcompany.com 2. Premium Teak Deck Chair, 
Joker, vintage beige, mid blue, yellow and red stripe sling, £165, Matching Headrest Cushion, £25, 01244 336387, thestripescompany.com 3. Collapsible Picnic 
Table, £19.99, 01763 264280, drinkstuff.com 4. Sunnylife Round Picnic Cooler Basket, 34L, £120, harrods.com 5. Feuerhand Tamber Table Top Grill, ruby 
red, £99.95, 01539 766626, berryuseful.co.uk 6. Reusable Bamboo Picnic Cutlery Set, 8 piece, £10.50, wildandstone.com 7. Red White and Blue Stripe 
Bunting, 5.5m, £22.50, 01244 336387, thestripescompany.com 8. Coronation Edition Belvoir Elderflower Cordial, 500ml, £3, waitrose.com 


[AY 2023 gardensillustrated.com 19 


DIG IN SHOPPING 


Oh WRARRR 


HATTINGLEY 


1. National Trust Foldable Hat with Leather Clasp, natural, £20, shop.nationaltrust.org.uk 2. Grey Aretha Octagonal Parasol, 2m, £1,185, eastlondonparasols.com 
3. Morin Linen Napkins, set of four, rust, £65, O20 3819 8199, sohohome.com 4. Beeswax Food Wraps, dalmatian, 3 pack (2 x medium, 1 x large), £12.50, 
wildandstone.com 5. Gloster Cocoon Lantern, £640, 0345 605 2505, worm.co.uk 6. Hattingley Valley Classic Reserve NV English Sparkling Wine, 
£35, 01256 389188, hattingleyvalley.com 7. LAtelier du Vin Soft Machine Sommelier, brass, £85, 0344 567 8365, farrar-tanner.co.uk 
8. Pergola Tent, 3.5m, price on demand, 020 8847 2212, rajtentclub.com/shop 
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Call 01604 770711 +#Visit haddonstone.com 
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A must-have read for 
passionate gardeners, 
Gardens Illustrated 
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a unique insight 
into the world’s most 
beautiful gardens, 
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EREMURUS HIMALAICUS 


The first of our foxtail lilies to flower and 
a wonderful accent plant, rising out of the 
ground like a tall, white exclamation 
mark. I was initially concerned that strong 
wind would cause the flower spires to 
topple over, but they've never once needed 
staking. A simple yet striking combination 
is to team it with the white globes of 
Allium “Mount Everest’. The basal rosette 
doesn’t like being swamped in spring, but 
once the foliage dies back after flowering, 
it is useful to have later-flowering 
neighbours that can fill in the gaps. 


Height and spread Up to 2m; space 
plants at least 30cm apart. 

Origin Afghanistan, Pakistan and 
western Himalayas. 

Conditions Fertile, well-drained soil; full 
sun. Best protected from strong winds. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-8bi. 
Season of interest May — June. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society.tHardiness ratings given where available. 


DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


As spring gives way to summer, head gardener Asa Gregers-Warg is in the mood for fresh 
foliage and colour, with a bright tulip and a scented iris evoking happy memories 


PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD BLOOM 


Asa Gregers-Warg is head 
gardener at Beth Chatto’s 
Plants & Gardens in Essex 
bethchatto.co.uk 


POA LABILLARDIEREI 


Don't let the tongue-twisting name 

of this blue grass put you off seeking 

it out. It forms a dense tussock of attractive 
bluish-green, needle-thin foliage, adding 
structure and texture throughout the year. 
Its succession of delicate inflorescence, 
somewhat arching as they mature, gives it 
a quiet, elegant presence. It’s native to 
coastal dunes and rocky places, so drought 
tolerance comes as no surprise. To 
promote fresh growth and keep it looking 
tidy, trim back to a neat, low dome in early 
spring and give it a quick rake through. 


Height and spread 90cm-1.2m x 1m. 
Origin Australia. 

Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun 
to dappled shade, but more intense 
colour if grown in full sun. 

Hardiness RHS H4. 

Season of interest Year round. 


ASPHODELINE LUTEA ESCHSCHOLZIA 


CALIFORNICA CREAM FORM 


The king’s spear makes a lovely golden 
vertical in early summer, when handsome 
spikes, studded with starry blossom, arise 
above tufts of grass-like foliage. The large, 
shiny, pea-like seed capsules can be left to 
dry to brown. Once the seedheads have 
been removed, the rhizomes quickly send 
up fresh tufts of grey-green foliage. This 
striking perennial hails from grasslands 
and dry, rocky places, so does well in any 
free-draining, moderately fertile soil. 
Bearded irises and alliums make classic 
companions, while Stipa tenuissima will 
bring interest later in the season. 


Beth Chatto fell in love with this cream- 
coloured Californian poppy having 
received a packet of seeds in the post 
from her first American student. She 
ensured the seed-strain was kept pure 

by not allowing any other colours in the 
garden. It is just as floriferous and 
long-blooming, with the same glaucous, 
feathery foliage, as its orange counterpart. 
On warm days, the ripe, elongated 
seedpods burst open, propelling the seeds 
across the ground, where plants reliably 
appear each year. As the first buds open, 
a few additional seeds can be scattered 
Height and spread 80cm-1.2m x 30cm. to prolong the flowering season. 
Origin Southeast Europe, north Africa, 
Caucasus and the Levant. 

Conditions Prone to dying back in 
heavy, poorly drained soil; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 6a-9b. 
Season of interest May — June. 


Height and spread 45cm x 30cm. 
Origin Garden (species North America). 
Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H3, USDA 6a-10b. 
Season of interest May — September. 
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DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


SMYRNIUM PERFOLIATUM 


Mingling with one of my favourite grasses, 
Melica uniflora f. albida, and honesty, 
smyrnium’s acid-yellow colour adds zest 
to a dappled corner of our Woodland. It’s 
a prolific self-seeder, so we remove most 
of the spent flower stalks before the shiny, 
black seeds ripen and drop. The seed is 
best sown fresh in situ, where it sometimes 
takes three to four years to bloom. The 
inconspicuous seedlings look nothing like 
the mature plant and become dormant in 
summer, so be careful not to accidentally 
weed out the young tubers while trying to 
establish a new colony. It’s monocarpic, 
meaning it dies after flowering. 


Height and spread 1m x 30cm. 
Origin Southern and central Europe. 
Conditions Any reasonable soil; sun 
or partial shade. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 3a-9b. 
Season of interest May — June. 


AMSONIA‘ERNST PAGELS’ IRIS ‘JANE PHILLIPS’ 


The scent of this classic bearded iris 
brings back memories of my first 
summer at Beth Chatto’s. I was staying 
in an old static caravan on-site and 
spent most of my evenings exploring 
the gardens and adjoining nursery. 

It was while the iris field was in full 
bloom, and a delicate, pale-blue flower, 
with slightly ruffled falls, caught my 
eye and I couldn’t resist bringing a few 
stems inside. Later, as I was cooking my 
dinner, the caravan slowly filled with 

a sweet, lingering perfume. Along 
with I. pallida, another vigorous, 
free-flowering bearded iris, this 
remains one of my favourites. AGM*. 


A stalwart perennial, named after the 
famous German plant breeder, with palest 
slate-blue, star-shaped flowers, held in 
clusters well above the foliage. Once the 
flowers fade, this clump-forming 
perennial forms a neat, rounded mound 
of willowy foliage, adding a wonderful 
texture and softness to the garden for 
months. In fact, I first came across this on 
a misty November morning and fell in 
love with its luminous autumn foliage. In 
too rich a soil or in shade it can become 
quite leggy and flop over. If you've got 
space, it looks great planted in large drifts. 


Height and spread 1m x 50cm. 
Origin Garden (a hybrid between 
A. ciliata and A. hubrichtii). 
Conditions Any reasonable soil; 
full sun to partial shade. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. 
Season of interest May — June. 


Height and spread 90cm x 30cm. 
Origin Garden (Species the Balkans). 
Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 3a-9b. 
Season of interest May — June. 


Places 
to visit 


for places to see 
seasonal plants 
at their best 


Be sure to check opening 
times. Some garden visits 
may need to be pre-booked. 


Asa's recommendations 


A half-hour drive from Bath, 
Bowood Woodland Garden 
is open for just six weeks 
each year, from mid-April to 
early June, when it is at its 
seasonal peak. Famous for 
its rhododendrons and 
azaleas, the garden offers 

a dazzling display of colour 
in May. The woodland, 
which has a separate 
entrance to the main 
gardens, is based around 
the Robert Adam-designed 


amily mausoleum, 
commissioned in 1761 by 
he widow of John Petty 
Fitzmaurice, the 1st Earl of 
Shelburne, and features 
wo miles of pathways 
where you can meander 
reely or follow a ‘Walk of 
he Week’. Devizes Road, 
Wiltshire SN119PG. 

Tel 01249 812102, 
bowood.org 

| often find myself 
heading off to small, 


independent nurseries for 
inspiration. Beeches 
Nursery, tucked away in 
the small village of Ashdon, 
half an hour's drive from 
Cambridge, is always worth 
visiting. Over the years I've 
come away with plenty of 
interesting and unusual 
plants for the Beth Chatto 
gardens. Visitors have to 
park along the road and 
walk up the entrance slope 
to reach the terraced sales 


area, which may look 
deceivingly small at first. 

| usually head straight up 
to the perennial section — 
there are more than 1,500 
different plants — and on my 
last visit | was particularly 
impressed with its range of 
shade lovers. | also found 
anew Baptisia, which | 
couldn't resist (all our false 
indigos coped incredibly 
well during last summer's 
heat wave, so|'ll be > 
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DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


DARMERA PELTATA 


Pretty, pale-pink flowers are carried in 
dome-shaped heads on tall, naked stems 
before the leaves appear. This splendid 
pond-side plant, with slowly creeping 
rhizomes and bold, parasol-like leaves, 
up to 45cm across, brings both drama 
and lushness to the border, where it 
associates well with candelabra primulas, 
moisture-loving irises, astilbe, miscanthus 
and Carex elata ‘Aurea’. The umbrella 
plant does not like being too hot or dry, 
so if you plant this in full sun make sure 
that it gets sufficient moisture during 
the summer. AGM. 


Height and spread 1.5m x 1m or more. 
Origin Western North America. 
Conditions Moist soil; full sun to 

partial shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-7b. 
Season of interest Flowers April — May; 
foliage June — late autumn. 


TULIPA SPRENGERI 


This is always the last of the wild tulips 
to flower and is a plant I will always 
hold close to my heart, as it reminds me 
so much of Beth. Every year she eagerly, 
and rather impatiently, awaited the first 
blooms to open, regularly checking the 
slim, olive-green buds, as they sat 
nearly invisibly against the greenery of 
the Gravel Garden, until suddenly they 
would burst open, to reveal a blaze of 
scarlet flowers. It self-seeds freely, 
slowly forming a colony, as long as the 
young seedlings are left undisturbed. 

It takes about four years to reach 


EUPHORBIA GRIFFITHI 
‘“FIREGLOW’ 


A stunning spurge, introduced by 
nurseryman Alan Bloom, with dark 
reddish stems and vibrant, bright-orange 
bracts. The young leaves initially have 
red-tinted central stripes and edges, 
carrying a slight rust-coloured cast, before 
maturing to mid-green. Subtle coloured 
Tellima grandiflora, ferns and blue-leaved 
hostas make fine companions. To keep its 
wandering rhizomes in check, it is best 
grown in a heavier soil, where it will form 
a large, dense clump. In light soil it can 
become a bit unruly and look sparse. 


Height and spread 1m x 60cm or more. 
Origin Garden (species Bhutan, Tibet 
and southwest China). 

Conditions Moist but well-drained soil, 
full sun to partial shade. 

Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season of interest May — July. 


flowering size. AGM. 


Height and spread 30-40cm x 10cm. 
Origin Turkey. 
Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun 
to partial shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 
Season of interest April — May. 


[> adding more this year). 
Mail order available. 
Beeches Nursery, Crown 
Hill, Ashdon, Saffron 
Walden, Essex CB10 2HB. 
Tel 01799 584362, 
beechesnursery.co.uk 
Anyone who has ever 
met Billy Carruthers, the 
owner of Binny Plants, can 
vouch for his contagious 
enthusiasm and passion for 
the plants he grows. Even if 
you've not had the chance 


to visit this award-winning 
Scottish nursery in person, 
you may already be familiar 
with its sumptuous peonies 
from its displays at the RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show. But 
if you do get a chance, this 
is the perfect time of year 
to visit the nursery, which 

is set in the old, walled 
garden of the Binny Estate, 
near Edinburgh, so you 

can see the excellent range 
of herbaceous, tree and 
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intersectional peonies 
in bloom. It is a proper 
plantsman's nursery, which 
propagates its own plants 
—as we do -and offers a 
great selection of hardy, 
first-rate perennials. Binny 
Estate, Ecclesmachan 
Road, Uphall, West Lothian 
EH52 6NL. Tel 07753 
626117, binnyplants.com 
A hundred miles south 
from Binny Plants, you'll 
find the beautiful half-acre 


garden of Elizabeth 
MacGregor Nursery with 
its herbaceous borders. 
Elizabeth is arenowned 
plantswoman, who has 
been breeding and selecting 
perennials for more than 
three decades, always 
striving to produce better 
plants, without losing the 
plant’s original, natural 
character. The family-run 
nursery is well known for 
its violas and anemones, 


especially the Swan series, 
but it also offers a wide 
range of choice perennials. 
Even if you live a long way 
away from this Scottish 
nursery, it offers mail 
order in spring. Elizabeth 
MacGregor Nursery, 
Ellenbank, Tongland Road, 
Kirkcudbright, Dumfries 
and Galloway DG6 4UU. 
Tel 01557 330620, 
elizabethmacgregor 
nursery.co.uk 


The V&A holds over 2.8 million works of 
Ce [ e lb rate yo U r [ ove art which delight and inspire visitors, 


students and designers alike. Work never 


of Ps | rt a n re | re | es ign wit h stops to conserve, store and exhibit the 


collection safely for everyone to enjoy. 


- 4 ° Please help us protect these treasures 
a sift i ni yo U r WI ; | for future generations. 


To create a lasting legacy, contact: 0207 942 2898 | legacy@vam.ac.uk | vam.ac.uk/legacies 


Black lacquer box inlaid with plum blossom motif, Kwang-Woong Lee, South Korea, 2014-15 © Victoria & Albert Museum, London 


ATCO 


THE FINEST CUT OF ALL 


The Finest Cut of All. 


ATCO.CO.UK 


£200 


CASHBACK 


Claim £200 cashback on ATCO petrol ride-on mowers. 
Ist March - 30th June 2023 T&C's apply. 


DIG IN WISE WORDS 


DIRTY 
BUSINESS 


In the first of anew column examining 
conventional wisdom and challenging 
accepted beliefs in gardening, plant 
ecologist Ken Thompson begins 

with a no-nonsense approach 

to home composting 


ILLUSTRATION JILL CALDER 


ver since I acquired my first garden - and that’s quite a long 
time ago now - I've made compost. I dont recall that ever being 
a conscious decision; it was just something gardeners did. I'm 
sure my first compost bin, made from the remains of a Second 
World War Anderson air-raid shelter, was the only one 

of its kind, and probably still is. 

So you can imagine my surprise on reading the results of a 2022 RHS 
survey, conducted as part of the organisation’ Planet Friendly Gardening 
Campaign to promote a more sustainable approach to gardening, which 
revealed that only a third of gardeners compost their garden waste. | dont 
know what’ preventing the other two-thirds from joining in, but I suspect its 
at least partly a perception that its difficult, complicated or hard work. In fact, 
its none of those things, as we shall see. 


To turn or not to turn 

Advice on making compost is everywhere, and practically all of it says your 

heap needs turning; in fact, possibly turning quite often. It does not. In more 
than 40 years of compost making, I have not once turned a compost heap, nor [> 
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> have I felt the slightest urge to do so. A reason for turning is rarely offered, but 
when it is, its usually something about needing to add air. Which is fair enough, 
as composting does indeed need air. 

But if your compost heap is airless, slimy and evil-smelling, that’s usually 
because you added a mountain of grass clippings all in one go. Make sure you 
add a reasonable proportion of carbon-rich ‘brown material with the green 
stuff, and all will be well. If your garden is short of the right kind of stuff, add 
scrunched-up cardboard, such as egg and cereal boxes. The compost heap is 
also the safest place for all your old bank statements and credit card bills. 


The hot heap 


Something else all the official advice says is that your heap will get hot. It may not, or 
at least it may do so only briefly, and this may make you think you've somehow gone 
wrong. The reason for the failure of a typical-sized, home compost heap to get hot 

is simple: its surface area-to-volume ratio is too big to prevent heat escaping faster 
than it is produced. If you want it to stay hot, you'll have to significantly increase the 
size of your compost heap or insulate it well. But dont worry too much; the bugs that 
compost waste work perfectly well at ambient temperature. 

You can buy insulated ‘hotbins' that will get properly hot, but I'm not sure the 
expense is worth it. A hot bin gives you the illusion that things are happening 
faster, but they're not; ultimately the rate at which you can make compost depends 
on the rate at which your garden supplies the green waste, not on the rate at which 
that waste turns into compost. Thinking otherwise is like imagining that you will 
be better off if you spend your money faster — but your spending power depends 
on your income, not on how fast you spend it. 

The only real advantage of a hot heap is that it will kill the seeds, roots and 
rhizomes of weeds. But the best defence against weed seeds is vigilance, so that 
weeds end up on the compost heap before they get round to setting seed. 

Deal with roots or rhizomes of perennial weeds, such as dandelions, docks and 
couch grass, by killing them before they go in the heap. The easiest way to do that 
is to leave them somewhere dry and sunny until completely shrivelled, although 
a more satisfying solution is to bash them thoroughly with a hammer. 


Are we there yet? 

The starting point of your compost is a pile of green waste, and the end is 
just a lot of water and CO, if you left your heap long enough, it would 
eventually just disappear. Somewhere along that journey your compost is 
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The easiest way to kill 
weed roots is to leave them 
somewhere dry and 

sunny until completely 
shrivelled, although a more 
satisfying solution is 

to bash them thoroughly 
with a hammer 


‘done, but theres no way I can tell you when that point 
is — that’s up to you. 

If youre worried about what your compost looks like, 
perhaps impressed by TV gardeners caressing handfuls 
of lovely, crumbly material from their own heap, you will 
wait longer. If youre less bothered about aesthetics, you'll be 
content with a younger, lumpier and more heterogeneous 
product. But there are no prizes for what your compost 
looks like, and both will work just as well. One thing to 
remember is that the more you chop up tough stuff into 
small pieces, the sooner your compost will look like the 
finished article. You can add a moderate proportion of 
relatively rapidly decomposing tree leaves, such as ash, 
cherry, lime or willow to your heap, but either quarantine 
tough leaves, such as oak, beech and chestnut, in their own 
heap, or let the council look after them. 

But whatever your compost looks like, dont even think 
about digging it in. Just spread it on the soil and let the 
worms do the work. 


Contained or unrestrained? 

Strictly speaking, you don't need a bin at all to make 
compost. But most of us use one, if only for the sake 

of tidiness, and I think the most convenient type is one 
of those conical, recycled plastic ‘daleks. It may have 

a hatch at the base, but theres no need to bother with 
that. When the time comes, just lift the whole bin off to 
get at the finished compost. A pragmatic approach is 
to have two bins, one maturing while the other is being 
filled up. When the second bin is full, the compost in 
the first one is done — by definition. 


... and finally 


So, in case you missed it, heres my foolproof compost 
protocol: 

1. Fill first bin. 

2. Fill second bin. 

3. Spread contents of first bin on garden. 

If only all gardening were so simple. 0 


Dr Ken Thompson is a plant ecologist and 

myth buster, who is known for his scientific 

and practical approach to gardening. He is 
author of books on invasive species, biodiversity, 
wildlife gardening, weeds and compost making. 


You can find a selection of composting bins at 
gardensillustrated.com/compost 


Maintenance Free 
Garden Furniture 


Lazy Susan specialise in aluminium garden furniture. 
Each hand crafted piece is powder coated to produce 
a lasting finish which will not rust. Our furniture is 
maintenance free and designed to live outside all year. 


Product shown above: Catherine Table 


01243 684 158 
lazysusan.co.uk 
Offer ends 29/05/2023 


" off everything 
a with code GI10 


Designed to last a lifetime 


EVEREDGE. 


Interlocks for 
strong joints 


EVEREDGE.CO.UK 


Bends easily 
into shape 


AN EDGE 
YOU CAN 
TRUST 


Gardeners across the world have 
discovered, for many years now, 
the unobtrusive attractiveness 


of EverEdge. 


&@ SIMPLE TO INSTALL 
& LASTS A LIFETIME 


<2 MAINTENANCE FREE 
EDGING | RINGS | PLANTERS 


Multiple colours 
and depths 


Unobtrusive & 
weather resistant 


ee 
MADE IN BRITAIN 01630 417120 
ee 


)N VISITING THIS NATIONAL TRUST PROPERTY GO TO NATIONALTRUST.ORG.U 


VHERE THIS IMAGE 


SOMERSET 


ARY MANOR IN 


TOLYTE 


MANY THANE 


1210) 823) GARDENING TALENT 


SABRINA 
WOOD 


Following an apprenticeship and work 
stint at Waterperry Gardens in Oxford, 
Sabrina tends a walled garden and grows 
vegetables for a private estate in Somerset 


PORTRAIT JUSTIN FOULKES 


Earliest gardening memory Choosing a pack of pansies in 
the garden centre for a tiny corner in my mum's garden. 

| was so excited to plant them up, but they were all eaten by 
slugs. A good first lesson in the challenges of horticulture! 
First plant love Cacti.| was always intrigued by their various 
shapes and sizes, and how and why they grew that way. 
Who inspired your career the most? My grandad. When | 
was growing up | would visit him on Friday evenings, and he 
would tell me stories about his time as a forester. | always 
knew | wanted to work outside with plants. 

Most valuable training | began my career in horticulture as 
an apprentice at Waterperry Gardens. It was an invaluable 
experience as | learned many of the basic skills of 
horticulture, as well as the high standards needed for a 
public garden. The combination of practical work in the 
ornamental gardens, orchards, nursery and garden shop 
alongside the theory and written work of the NVQ diploma 
has really set me up for the rest of my career. 

Horticultural hero Beatrix Havergal, who founded the 
Waterperry School of Horticulture (for women) in 1932 and 
ran it with her partner, Avice Sanders, until 1971. She was by 
all accounts a formidable woman and her work in creating 
Waterperry Gardens is a credit to her strength and skills. 
Three most worthwhile tips for every gardener First, 
observe your garden; notice any changes and why they have 
occurred. Second, keep going; there are always failures, but 
there's always another growing season. Finally, to quote my 
nan — just chuck it in the ground and see what happens. 
Favourite planting style | love prairie-style planting. So 
much work goes into it, but it looks so effortless and creates 
areal sense of place. It also has huge ecological benefits for 
insects and wildlife, which is more important than ever. 
Favourite gardening book Paradise and Plenty: A Rothschild 
Family Garden by Mary Keen. It’s fascinating to read about 
the traditional methods of horticulture used to create the 
private gardens at Eythrope. It motivates me to learn more. 
How do you remind yourself what needs doing next? 

| keep notes on my phone about what I'm doing in any given 
week, so | can check back on things the following year. | also 
work in a great team and we often discuss what needs doing. 
A future aim in your gardening career I'd love to work with 
achef and grow vegetable varieties that would be used to 
create amazing dishes for a restaurant or hotel. | like the idea 
of visitors being able to enjoy produce both in the garden 
and on the plate. 

Instagram @sabrina.inthegarden 
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‘True to form 


The sympathetic renovation of a historic garden 
in Cornwall takes inspiration from one of its most 
famous sons, the naturalist John Davies Enys 


WORDS KIRSTY FERGUSSON PHOTOGRAPHS CAROLE DRAKE 


Pc eerie taeeses : 
— 


GARDEN 


7 Name Enys Gardens. 
{What Historic garden and 


. ~ : 4 

Caer , Sm Size 50 acres. 
“Soil Acid, enriched:with leaf mould from 
oye the’ park and bought-in compost-from 


oe" *. the local authority recycling centre. 
Aes 


“Climate Mild, maritime, like much of 


«,  hight-time temperatures. 


‘The six-acre meadow at Enys, known 

as Parc Lye, has been undisturbed 

since medieval times. English bluebells 
— and wild garlic — reach their peak of 
flowering in early May. After flowering, 
the meadow grass in Parc Lye is left until 
late August or early September, when 

it is cut, baled and removed in order to 
reduce the fertility of the grasses. 


_ Where Cornwall. 3 © ° 


“lsouth coast of Cornwall; proximity * 


-*“*4 Hardiness,zone USDA 9. 


he sloping shoulders of the River 

Fal, where spring arrives early 

in a splash of bright blooms 

and flowering bulbs, is home to 

several gardens that draw crowds 

of visitors each year. Trelissick, 

Tregothnan and Lamorran are just 

some of the better-known gardens 
that thrive here in the gentle Cornish climate. But 
those who know Enys, tucked away between Penryn 
and Mylor, have discovered a wonderful secret, 
which Danni Dixon, head gardener here since 2008, 
is keen to preserve. “It’s not that we don’t want more 
visitors,” she explains, “it’s just that the sense of having 
stumbled into a ‘bubble; where time seems to stand 
still, is very important here. You have the feeling that 


The house at Enys was rebuilt in 
the 1830s, incorporating parts of 
the older Elizabethan manor that 

survived a fire. No trace remains of 
an even older house, dating from the 
18th century. The Enys family has 

not occupied the building since the 
1950s, when for a brief time it housed 
a boys’ preparatory school. 


this is a ‘lost’ garden, still capable of giving you a 
sense of private discovery.” 

Danni, who trained first as an artist-illustrator before 
turning her gifted hands to horticulture, first visited 
Enys in May 2005, encouraged by her mother to come 
and see the legendary field of bluebells, known as Parc 
Lye, believed to have been undisturbed since medieval 
times. What she saw — apart from the glorious shimmer 
of blue flung across an ancient meadow fringed with 
the emerging foliage of copper beech — was “a massive 
amount of work that needed to be done”. Laurel and 
Rhododendron ponticum had invaded the gardens 
surrounding the semi-abandoned manor house, where 
a tiny team (mainly volunteers) had attempted to hold 
the wilderness at bay. She shuddered at the prospect - 
and yet three years later, armed with a confidence- [> 


RDEN COUNT 


For the past 12 years, Danni has 
been planting Acer palmatum 
‘Dissectum; together with masses. | 

of blue camassias, on the slopes 
running down to the ponds. 

_~» Danni picked these low-growing; 

dome-shaped trees for their fiery 
autumn colour and because“you 4 
can still-see,dver their tops® 

to the ponds below": 


Danni has introduced many 
New Zealand natives, including 
-~Astelia nervosa ‘Westland’ 
A. ‘Red Devil’and’Phormium 3 
‘Black Adder, beyond which - er : 
rise the massed white flowers7-/ 
of Olearia cheesemanii andthe 
slender plumes of Cortadéria Y aS 
selloana. In the foreground, y Si 
Libertia ixidides and L. chilensis {/ / 
are fringed:-withCarex comans\ (727 
bronze-leaved and Carex } 
carhans ‘Frosted Curls’ 


over ni 
a feeling that not: 


> 


* 


> boosting clutch of diplomas from RHS Garden Wisley, 
she was offered the post of head gardener and accepted. 

The challenges were formidable: a minuscule budget, 
combined with a lack of manpower and machinery, 
meant that work would be slow and physically 
demanding. But it also meant that Enys would emerge 
slowly from the wilderness, rewarding those who loved 
the place with a feeling that not only history, but also the 
romantic sense of place, was being preserved. Of course, 
the bluebells were always a great draw in early May, but, 
as visitors realised that Danni and her team were opening 
up and replanting the various parts of the garden, they 
extended their visits beyond May, quietly appreciating 
the results of the heroic labours involved. 

The house, estate and gardens have been owned by 
the Enys family since 1272 and have undergone many 


—— ; J 


ff 
oo 


" 
~ “GARDEN COUNTRY 


transformations over the centuries. The Elizabethan 
manor was destroyed by fire in the early 1820s, when the 
old walled garden was pulled apart to make way for a less 
imposing house, and in 1833, John Samuel Enys engaged 
the London architect Henry Harrison to produce designs 
for the new house and garden. Harrison created a walled 
enclosure, The Ladies’ Garden, at a little distance from 
the house, now known simply as The Flower Garden. 
This beautiful space, brimming with colour, insects and 
chirruping birds, is approached through a stone arch and 
feels like a world apart; a secret garden within a garden. 

It was, however, John Samuel’ son, John Davies 
Enys (1837-1912) who made perhaps the greatest 
contributions to the garden in the form of plants and 
seeds sent home from New Zealand, where he lived for 
40 years, before returning to Enys to develop the gardens > 


—F 2F 


es Shadés of purple and blue ~ 


7¥5 


: ’ = es ~ in May. Bluebells anteforget-me-nots : 


‘A’Sprawling Wisteria’Sinensis no longer 
£ eS 2 = 5 . 
J ~*~... needs a frame, while metal arches 
. " > = . ‘4 : 
. . «provide support for roses. 


v 
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*e t as 


_ cluster at the foot of AcePpalmatum= =" 
Pe = : 
» “Atropurpureum’ in the foreground. = © 


> during the last two decades of his life. (This remarkable 
plantsman introduced the Chatham Island forget-me- 
not, Myosotidium hortensia, to British gardens.) His 
1907 list of plants to be found in the park and garden, on 
which more than 1,000 plants were named, was handed 
to Danni when she took up her post. This list reveals 
his keen interest in plants from New Zealand, and has 
guided many of Danni’s choices in replanting. Thus, the 
slopes above and leading down to the ponds, now cleared 
of laurel and rhododendron, host a gorgeous medley of 
plants of New Zealand origin: oleareas and phormiums, 
corokia, libertias and Cortaderia selloana as well as 
astelias and tree ferns in abundance. 

The stumpery, however, is Danni's own idea, very 
much in tune with Victorian planting, and born from a 
practical need to dispose of oak and chestnut root plates, 


upended during fierce storms. She admits only ferns, 
however, unlike the famous stumpery at Highgrove, 
which houses a more eclectic plant collection. 

Each year, Danni reveals a new project. Recent 
additions include a camellia walk, a wall of espaliered 
apples and pears, and a children’s play area designed 
as a giant rabbit warren. “Well, Id get bored if I was 
just maintaining a finished garden,’ she grins. “And 
gardening is always about the process, rather than the 
finished product - isn’t it?” Oo 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Enys Gardens, St Gluvias, Penryn, Cornwall 
TR1O 9LB. Tel 07535 151057. Web enysgardens.org.uk 
Open 1 April to 30 September, Sundays and Mondays, 
10am-5pm. See website for details of alternative dates. 


RDEN COUNT 


Dicksonias and wild garlic,’ ; 
-/provide the backdrop to the” 
south side of the ponds. 


bay 


mt Shaded by laurels, the stumpery : 
is planted exclusively withferns, 
reminiscent of the Victérian = 
stumpery at Biddulph Grange : 
Garden in'Staffordshire. 
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Disporum cantoniense 
‘Khangkui Hill’ 

A relatively new selection from 
Paul Barney at Edulis Nursery. 
Shorter than other selections 
of this species with a more 
ovate leaf shape and elegant, 
branching stems. Clump 
forming but doesn't have the 
thick spears of larger species. 
1.2m. RHS H6, USDA 4a-9bi. 


DISPORUM 


These delicate woodlanders with fairy-bell flowers make the 
perfect companions to hostas and ferns, and are relatively 
easy-going provided you offer them a moist and shady spot 


a Fe 
WORDS JONNY BRUCE PHOTOGRAPHS ANNAICK GUITTENY 


a 


What A diverse group of spring-flowering 
woodlanders, from vigorous, low 
groundcovers to tall, clump-forming 
plants with attractive bell or star-shaped 
flowers. Common name is fairy bells. 
Origins A wide-ranging genus of 20 or so 
species native to high-altitude woodland 
across south and east Asia. 

Season Flowers April to June, 
depending on the species. 

Size From 15cm to 2m tall, depending 
on the species. 

Conditions Part to full shade with 
adeep soil, rich in organic matter. Can 
tolerate some direct sun if soil retains 
consistent moisture. Most species thrive 
ona well-drained site and resent 
water-logging in winter. 

Hardiness Deciduous species are 
somewhat hardier than evergreens 

but both will appreciate some winter 
protection and emerging shoots can 

be damaged by late frosts. Most have 

an RHS hardiness rating of RHS H6, 

and are suitable for gardens in 

USDA zones 4a to 9b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from 
the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 
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Disporum longistylum 

A wonderful species with 
vigorous shoots emerging, 
bamboo-like, in early spring. 
Terminal clusters of flowers, 
which can range in colour 
from deep mahogany through 
green to pale cream, arrive in 
late April to May. Evergreen in 
mild climates. 1.5m x 30cm. 
RHS H6. 


a 


Disporum cantoniense 
‘Leigong Chocolate’ 
Ashort, cantoniense type 
with an abundance of rich, 
deep-plum-coloured, bell 
flowers hanging in terminal 
umbels. These are followed 
by attractive red/black 
berries. Deciduous. A new 
and exciting cultivar. 60cm. 
RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 


t was as a student at Aberglasney Garden in Wales that 
I first read Dan Hinkley’s The Explorer’s Garden, which 
opened my eyes to a treasure trove of rare and unusual 
perennials. I’ve since been lucky enough to encounter many 
of the beautiful plants he described, but the genus 
Disporum has always held a special place in my gardening 
life. At the time of his book’s publication, Hinkley was 
running his famous nursery at Heronswood in Washington State 
and by 2004 had amassed more than 12,000 wild-collected plants 
in 15 years of travel. Plenty more have been added since, often on 
collaborative expeditions alongside Sue and Bleddyn Wynn-Jones — 
who, through their astonishing nursery at Crag Farm, have helped 
to introduce these plants to Europe - and more recently other 
plantspeople such as Paul Barney of Edulis Nursery. 

Disporum — its name derives from the Greek dis (meaning two) 
and spora (seed) referring to its pairs of ovules in the ovary - is a 
widespread genus found across southern and eastern Asia. It is 
distinguished by its branched habit and 
terminal, bell-shaped flowers. For decades 
there were a number of species considered 
native to North America, but these have 
been re-homed in the genus Prosartes. 
Many nursery catalogues and books, 

Dan Hinkley’s included, do not make the 
distinction, but once you get your fingers 
into the roots to divide these plants, you 
feel the difference. Disporum tends to be 
clump-forming, while most Prosartes 


It is distinguished by 
its branched habit and 
terminal, bell-shaped 

flowers, followed by 


blue-black berries 


PLANT PROFILE DISPORUM 


Disporum cantoniense 
‘Blueberry Bere’ 

An exciting colour break 
within the genus with a 
distinct lilac-pink colour, 
introduced by Paul Barney 
of Edulis. Resents sitting 
wet over winter but will 
appreciate extra moisture 
in the summer. 1m. 

RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 


form a matted raft of roots, which, in the right conditions, make 
excellent groundcovers. Plants in Prosartes are also better suited 
to higher levels of moisture, especially in winter, and can be found 
colonising the edges of streams and ponds, whereas Disporum 
favour woodland edges and raised banks where the soil is deep 
with organic matter but well drained. 

There are both evergreen and deciduous species of Disporum, 
and significant confusion arose when D. longistylum ‘Night Heron’ 
and D. longistylum ‘Green Giant’ were first introduced as the 
deciduous D. cantoniense. While hard winters will rob them of their 
leaves, in mild climates they are evergreen, and have been recently 
reclassified as D. longistylum. It is testament to the quality of these 
plants, first selected in the 1990s, that they are still so prevalent in 
nurseries and gardens. Disporum longistylum is a fabulously robust 
species with thick emerging stems that resemble bamboo. These 
subsequently branch out to a mass of terminal flowers, ranging in 
colour from light green to deep mahogany, followed by attractive 
blue-black berries, which persist until the 
frosts, when the plant turns to mush. 

The cultivar D. longistylum ‘Night 
Heron’ is highly deserving of its 
popularity. Shoots emerge shiny and 
dark, almost sinister like, from the soil 
in early spring, at risk of late frost, but 
unfurl to reveal tresses of creamy-green 
bells that rise up on self-supporting stems 
to almost 1.8m. This was a plant I lusted 

To continue turn to page 51 [> 
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Disporum cantoniense 
‘Lengteng Choc’ 

Clump forming with 
lanceolate leaves, it will 
appreciate a decent winter 
mulch to protect the emerging 
stems, but also to help retain 
moisture and provide a little 
extra feed so that it can reach 


full potential, which is well over 
1.5m. RHS H6. 


MANY THANKS TO PAUL BARNEY OF EDULIS NURSERY IN BERKSHIRE WHERE THESE IMAGES WERE TAKEN 


Disporum longistylum 
‘Night Heron’ 
Evergreen in milder 
climates but will shoot 
vigorously even if cut down 
by hard frosts. Inky-dark 
stems contrast beautifully 
with pale, papery bracts 
that clasp emerging stems. 
Creamy bells April to May. 
1.5m. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


Disporum mishmiensis 
‘Dzoukou’ 


flowers with attractive 
darker spots towards the 


its dainty appearance, in 


a robust grower. 60cm. 
RHS H6. 


How to grow Disporum 


¢ Disporum are long-lived perennials that 
thrive in light to deep shade. They resent 
direct sunlight but will tolerate some if the 
ground remains consistently moist. 


* In common with other rare 
woodlanders, Disporum resent dry, 
hot summers and cold, wet winters, 
demanding moist but well-drained 
soil that is rich in organic matter. 


* Once established, the more vigorous 
species can tolerate a surprising amount 
of dry shade. More vigorous species, in 
particular the deciduous forms, are also 
reliably cold tolerant. If in doubt, you can 
apply a layer of leaves through winter. This 
is a good idea for young plants. Late frosts 
will make short work of early emerging 
shoots but mature plants shrug this off 
with a fresh crop of asparagus-like stems 
that are strong enough to push up 
through a groundcover. 


* All disporums will benefit from 

a generous mulch of leaf mould or 
compost in early spring and a good soak 
during the hottest part of the summer. 
This is especially true for gardens in the 
south and east of England, where the 
climate is becoming less suitable for 
these moisture-loving woodlanders. 


« Disporum are best propagated 
from division while dormant in winter 
or in early spring, as shoots begin to 
emerge. This is the only way to be 

sure that named selections are true to 
form. Because disporums frequently 
cross fertilise, some nurseries may 
supply seedlings under a cultivar name 
that show some variation in both their 
characteristics and their quality. 


* Seeds are best sown fresh in autumn. 
If properly cleaned of any germination- 
inhibiting flesh, seeds should germinate 


Produces slender, heavily 
branched shoots and pale 


tips of the petals. Despite 


the right conditions this is 


PLANT PROFILE DISPORUM 


the following spring. These are best 
sown under glass with the resulting 
seedlings protected from the worst 
of the cold and grown on ina gritty 
compost, rich in organic matter, for 
a year or two before being planted 
out in a well-prepared area after the 
risk of frost has passed. 


« It’s important to keep plants well 
watered while they establish, especially 
during a dry spring and summer, but avoid 
over-watering pot-grown plants in winter. 


* One of most welcome attributes of 
disporums is their resistance to pests 
and disease — an apparent upside to 
being a member of the toxic 
Colchicaceae family. You'll need to 
protect young plants from slugs and 
snails, but once plants are established, 
even the most tenacious slugs shouldn't 
pose too much of a problem. 
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Disporum smilacinum 
‘Aureovariegatum’ 
Distinctive stars of open, 
pure-white flowers persist 
from late April to June, 
followed by shiny black 
berries. Its variegated, 
ovate leaves are feathered 
with creamy yellow. 20cm. 
RHS H6, USDA 4a-7b. 


Disporum cantoniense 
var. sikkimense 

Arefined variety with small 
slender stems and leaves 
emerging on relatively thick 
rhizomatous roots. Easily 
grown in a moist soil with 

a protective mulch layer 
for severe frosts. 80cm. 
RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 


Disporum uniflorum 

A beautiful and distinct 
species with bright-yellow 
flowers held on stocky 
stems. Given a decent 
amount of organic matter, 
this is a vigorous species 
that will clump pleasingly 
fast. 50cm. RHS H6, 
USDA 3a-8b. 


Disporum bodinieri 

A delicate, evergreen 
species with highly 
branched and self- 
supporting stems, and 
copious, small white bells 
in May. Best grown in full 
shade in a reliably moist 
but suitably drained soil. 
60-80cm. RHS H6. 


Disporum sessile ‘Kinga’ 
In some conditions this 
species can become a 
nuisance, but the more 
variegated selections 
are better behaved. 
Green-white flowers 
complement the foliage, 
which emerges streaked 
with yellow but fades to 
white. 40cm. RHS H6. 


[> after in the pages of The Explorer's 
Garden, and even more so after seeing it 
so elegantly employed in Dan Pearson’s 
recreation of the Chatsworth Trout 
Stream at RHS Chelsea in 2015. 

Dan Hinkley collected ‘Night Heron’ 
on the sacred Mount Emei, a veritable 
Eden in the Sichuan region of China. This 
mountain, the site of the first Buddhist 
temple in China, has been revered for 
centuries, and it is clear how important 
these religious sites have been to 
protecting wild landscapes. While the other popular cultivar in this 
species, D. longistylum “Green Giant’, is celebrated for its prodigious 
height (up to 2m in favourable conditions) it has a tendency to 
collapse. An exciting improvement on this is D. cantoniense 
‘Lengteng Choc’, a 2010 introduction by Paul Barney from Lengteng 
in India. Paul says this extraordinary plant brushes against the 
guttering at the front of his house on totally self-supporting stems 
with deep, plum-coloured flowers. 

These plants may still be relatively new to cultivation in the West 
but they are well known in Asia. Disporum has long been valued 
as an important ingredient in traditional Chinese medicine for 
pulmonary issues, and a Nepali name for Disporum cantoniense is 
hadjora, meaning “‘bone-joining’ — a reference to its use in poultices. 
In Japan, there has also been a long history of ornamental breeding 
and selecting of Disporum, especially for variegation. While the 


These largely pest- 
and disease-free 
perennials bring a 
unique grace to any 
woodland planting 
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Disporum longistylum 
‘Green Giant’ 
Collected by plantsman 
Dan Hinkley in Sichuan, 
China. A remarkably tall 
selection best grown 
through a support as 
stems have a tendency to 
flop. The pendent flowers 
are a creamy yellow-green. 
1.8m. RHS H6. 


more naturalistically inclined may 
shudder at the thought, some of these 
forms are effective at illuminating a shady 
corner and in some cases the reduced 
vigour is a blessing — as in the case of 

D. sessile, where the straight species is 
borderline invasive. Some species and 
selections need more care and are 
probably best grown in wetter areas. 

Paul Barney’s exciting D. cantoniense 
‘Blueberry Bere’ may be one such but, 
disarming in its pale-lilac beauty, it is hard 
to resist, and like all these largely pest- and disease-free perennials, it 
can bring a unique grace to almost any woodland planting. 


Jonny Bruce is a plantsman and writer. 


Where to see and buy 

¢ Beth Chatto’s Plants & Gardens Elmstead Market, Colchester, 
Essex CO7 7DB. Tel 01206 822007, bethchatto.co.uk 

¢ Crag Farm Plants Griffith's Crossing, Caernarfon, Gwynedd 
LL55 1TU. Tel 01248 670232, crug-farm.co.uk 

¢ Edulis Nursery The Walled Garden, Tidmarsh Lane, Pangbourne, 
Berkshire RG8 8HT. Tel 07802 812781, edulis.co.uk 

¢ Pan-Global Plants The Walled Garden, Frampton Court, 
Frampton-on-Severn, Gloucestershire GL2 7EX. 

Tel 01452 741641, panglobalplants.com 
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In west London, Butter Wakefield has “ 
created a timeless and immersive garden that’ S 
inviting topeople and pollinators alike 


IN BRIEF 


What Small, private urban garden} 
Where West.London. 

Size A'rectangle‘of around 

150 squatey metres (includi 


=~ In the centre SF this ‘mall city garden, 
“.. apair of Ribes sofas from B&B Italia 
}” aré cocooned among an airy mix of 
“> Cenolophium denudatum, Knautia 
ald macedonica, Salvia nemorosa 
‘Amethyst’ and Alchemilla mollis. 
Four Platanus x acerifolia offer shade, 
and are planted into the RootSpace 
system from GreenBlue Urban, 
allowing them to grow well while also 
protecting the roof of the basement 
extension beneath the garden. 


n the garden of this charming, 
stucco-fronted villa in London's 
fashionable Notting Hill, garden 
designer Butter Wakefield has 
combined her passions for design 
detail, sustainability and storied 
planting. The house was remodelled 
by architects Michaelis Boyd for a 
couple relocating from the USA, along with 
their four young children. The renovations 
included a basement extension for a new 
swimming pool, and so the first two-thirds 
of the plot were “a void” with a blank canvas 
of lawn in the rear section. 

What the garden did have, unusually 
for London, were two matching, attractive, 
old boundary walls. A gate set into the rear 
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wall opens on to a communal square, and 
this shared space means the garden isn't 
overlooked or shaded by houses at that end, 
making it brighter than many city gardens. It 
also provides a leafy borrowed landscape. 
Within the garden itself, Butter had 
to contend with a pair of skylights that 
illuminate the swimming pool below. 
“T began the plan by addressing these, 
concealing them within the planting and 
placing the seating area on the other side of 
the garden, where it catches the sun later in 
the day.” Two paths from the house merge 
and then meander through the garden, 
taking in the seating space and a little area 
of lawn - requested by the family for play 
and picnics — en route to the communal 


garden gate, which has been screened by 
a clipped yew hedge, matching the hedge 
that now blurs the rear boundary. A sense 
of seclusion is created by four Platanus x 
acerifolia trees that cover the seating 
area. “Their tall, elegant trunks and flat 
canopies create a perfect living parasol. 
In the heatwaves of recent summers, 
they provided very welcome shade,’ says 
Butter. “The plan is to clip them to keep 
their look quite strong and structural, 
weeding out any little branches.” 

Pulling the eye into the furthest reaches 
of the garden is a beautiful multi-stem 
Cornus kousa ‘China Girl, while, nearby, 

a large, lichen-speckled, circular limestone 
trough has been adapted into a water [> 


Above An antique French limestone 
trough, transformed into a water feature, 
creates a key focal point. Behind it, a 
multi-stem Cornus kousa ‘China Girl’ 
stands out against the dark tones of the 
more formal Taxus baccata boundary 
hedge. “Yew is such a workhorse,” says 
Butter, “and pretty foolproof as long as its 
roots aren't sitting in constantly wet soil.” 


Right The gravel paths that wind 
through the garden are kept narrow — 
no wider than 60cm — to make the 
planting feel more immersive. 

Made from a blend of buff-coloured 
chippings in two different sizes, the 
gravel is also used to mulch around 
the planting, providing excellent 
drainage and a firm base to walk on. 


GARDEN CITY 


Sustainability is at the heart of 

all Butter's projects. “That means 
choosing British materials and 
British-grown plants wherever 
possible, no herbicides or pesticides 
and using liquid seaweed feed” 


> feature that nestles into the planting 
between path and lawn. 

Further structure comes from the 
cushions and domes of Taxus baccata. 
“They bring a weightiness and solidity to 
the planting,” says Butter. They also provide 
important contrast with shaggy golden- 
brown grasses including Stipa gigantea, Stipa 
tenuissima and Molinia caerulea ‘Heidebraut. 

Sustainability is hugely important to 
Butter’s design process and at the heart of all 
her projects. “That means choosing British 
materials and British-grown plants wherever 
possible, no herbicides or pesticides and, 
when feeding is required, it’s with organic 
liquid seaweed” Butter’s planting extends 
the flowering season as long as possible, for 
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people and pollinators alike, from spring 
bulbs such as Allium aflatunense ‘Purple 
Sensation right through to Salvia guaranitica 
‘Black and Blue’ in late summer, and nectar- 
rich choices like Origanum ‘Rosenkuppel. “T 
try to provide lots of different flower shapes 
to appeal to a wide range of pollinators.” 

The impressive variety of plants creates 
a sense of intensity and drama. The colour 
palette ranges from the vivid lime of frothy 
Alchemilla mollis to the intense crimson 
pincushions of Knautia macedonica, with a 
range of lilac and purple tones in between, 
including Nepeta ‘Bokratune’ The freeform 
borders swirl with grasses, and are edged 
with textural plants such as Nepeta x faassenii 
‘Novanepjun and Thymus serpyllum. Butter 


deliberately plays with height, unafraid to 
bring tall plants such as airy Cephalaria 
gigantea to the fore. “Playing with the 
juxtaposition of the perennials and grasses 
and their various heights helps to bring an 
interesting rhythm to the planting, giving it 
an almost tapestry-like effect,’ she explains. 
The result is a garden of escapism and 
intense immersion, especially when enjoyed 
from the comfort of the sofas, catching the 
last rays of sun as it drops behind the house. 
As Butter says, “nothing is more lovely than 
sitting comfortably in a garden’ o 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Butter’s work at 
butterwakefield.co.uk 


Above The original London brick 
walls create an attractive backdrop to 
the airy planting, and match the tones 

of the contemporary sofas. To 
increase privacy, Butter topped the 
walls with panels of hand-woven 
willow trellis made by Jay Davey. 


Right In the basement-level courtyard 
Butter has placed a second stone 
trough, and trained Trachelospermum 
jasminoides to link back to the garden 
walls. A large, wooden planter holds 

a multi-stem crab apple, Malus ‘Winter 
Gold’ The lighting design for evening 
interest was created by Sean O'Connell. 


GARDEN CITY 


Using reclaimed pieces in the garden 


For this project, Butter used two antique limestone troughs, from Lichen Garden Antiques, to bring 
instant character to both the main garden and the courtyard at basement level. She brought in 
specialist Bamber Wallis to convert them into water features - on her clients’ wish list. In summer, the 
sound of bubbling water masks the background noise of this urban setting. When the perennials die 
back in winter, the troughs become even more important as structural focal points. As there is no direct 
access to the garden, both pieces were craned in by the contractor, Landform Consultants. 

Each heavy trough sits on a reinforced concrete slab to keep it stable and level. A hole was 
drilled through each base to accommodate a 240W electrical feed for a pump, which incorporates 
a UV filter. This keeps the water clean and algae-free, without using chemicals that would be 
harmful to the birds and other wildlife that are attracted by the water. The cable also powers an 
underwater light to make the most of the troughs in the evenings. 
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STEVE EDNEY 


Steve is anurseryman 
and garden consultant, 
and a member of the 
‘ RHS Herbaceous 
Plant Committee 
 @steven.edney4 


| love the excitement of adding tender and 
borderline hardy plants to containers and the 
garden beds. It brings with it a temporary 
opportunity to experiment and be playful. 


1 Heliotropium arborescens ‘Reva’ A tender 
shrub that’s easy from cuttings. Great for hot 
spots and the water-conscious gardener. Its 
scent is a must for a container or bed near a 
seat, window or door. Give it plenty of sun to 
bring out the best fragrance from the 
flowers. Height and spread: 30cm x 45cm. 


2 Oxalis triangularis ‘Atropurpurea’ An 
excellent groundcover, with deep-purple 
foliage and soft-pink flowers. I've been using 
it outside for 15 years, but in winter | always 
bring some corms inside to enjoy ona 
windowsill, just incase. 20cm x 30cm. 
USDA 7a-10b. 


3 Monstera deliciosa Ever thought of giving 
your houseplants a summer holiday? | use 
this dramatic plant in a shady container 
display for the summer months. Just bring 
it in before it gets too cold. 1.5m x 50cm. 


4 Coleus argentatus One of best plants for 
foliage. Its soft, silky, silvery leaves make it 
incredibly useful for ‘filling’ around your 
colour scheme. A robust plant (for a tender 
perennial), it will even grow in shade. 

60cm x 60cm. RHS HIC, USDA 10a-11. 


5 Dahlia ‘Wishes n Dreams’ Described 

as a dwarf bedding dahlia. The dark 

leaves contrast with magenta to sugar-pink 
flowers. Just as at home ina container as in 
a flower border. Single flowers are great for 
pollinating insects, and this flowers from July 
to the first frosts. 70cm x 30cm. RHS H3. 


6 Verbena rigida |'m always looking for fillers 
to go among my shrubby containers. 
Occasionally, one of the fillers steals the 
show and this verbena is one of those plants, 
weaving itself into the tightest spots and still 
putting on a display. Surprisingly hardy. 
60cm x 40cm. RHS H3, USDA 9a-10b. 


7 Pelargonium reniforme Slender leaf stalks 
with circular, cupped leaves emerge 

from short stems, forming alow mound. 
Perfect for places with high light and heat 
levels. | have overwintered our plant in 

acold greenhouse in -7°C with no problems. 
Offers cerise flowers from July to October. 
40cm x 25cm. 


Coralie is assistant 
head gardener at Great 
Dixter House & Gardens 
s inEast Sussex 
@coraliemlthomas 


At Dixter, we use bedding to play around 
with colours and textures, and to challenge 
ourselves to think about new growing 
techniques and planting approaches. 


1 Dianthus ‘Amazon Neon Purple’ Vibrant 
pink flowerheads and long stems make this 
cut flower great for bedding combinations. 
Seeds sown in February to March will 
produce some of the most robust plants, 
but this seed strain has been bred to always 
flower in its first year. 60cm x 45cm. AGM. 
RHS H4, USDA 4a-8b. 


2 Cosmos bipinnatus ‘Apricotta’ A relatively 
vigorous, new cultivar with pink-tinged 
flowers that are a fun colour to play around 
with. Sow in May to plant out in June to take 
over from autumn-sown hardy annuals. 
90cm x 45cm. RHS H3, USDA 2a-11. 


3 Pelargonium ‘Frank Headley’ The 
relatively compact white-and-green 
variegated foliage is clean and bright, and 
the simple peachy-pink flowers continue all 
summer long. Propagate it from cuttings 
taken in late summer or keep plants in 

a frost-free spot over the winter. 45cm x 
30cm. AGM. RHS HIC. 


4 Syncarpha vestita ‘Pierrot’ Previously 
known as Helipterum roseum ‘Pierrot’, this is 
a quick-growing annual best sown March to 
April to flower from May to July. The crisp, 
white flowers stay remarkably fresh even on 
the hottest days. 45cm x 60cm. RHS HIC. 


5 Salvia vitifolia An unusual tuberous salvia 
with velvety green foliage and incandescent 
blue flowers later in the summer. Can be 
grown from seed, cuttings, or overwintered 
tubers. It often comes back after a mild 
winter — but it is late to emerge. 1.8m x 1m. 


6 Petunia exserta Scrambles up its 
companions on wiry stems and is topped 
with long, tubular, hazy red flowers with 
golden centres. Can be sown successively 
throughout the summer. 40cm x 25cm. 


7 Browallia americana A useful, late-season 
annual that can be sown mid to late summer, 
and still make a decent plant. The airy blue 
flowers mix well, but the plant can become 
deceptively large and swamp other plants. 
When it gets to this point, cutting back 

a few stems seems to keep it in check. 
Self-seeds. 1m x 60m. USDA 9a-10b. 


The Glasshouse 
Tel 01580 714321, 
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SARAH RAVEN 
Sarah is a renowned 
gardener, cook and writer 
who runs her successful 
flower business from her 
home at Perch Hill. 

= sarahraven.com 


These top-performing plants offer summer 
and autumn colour, and are all sustainable, 
stylish and satisfying to grow. 


1 Salvia microphylla ‘Cerro Potosi’ One of 
atrio of salvias we plant under roses and 
which help keep our roses fungal-free. 
Propagate from cuttings in late summer or 
early autumn. 90cm x 90cm. RHS H4. 


2 Erigeron karvinskianus We love using this 
first-year flowering perennial in lines of pots 
or en masse in a windowbox with Dianthus 
barbatus ‘Green Trick’. Self-seeds and is 
brilliant for pollinators. 30cm x 1m. AGM. 
RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 


3 Petunia x atkinsiana Tidal Wave Silver 
Part of the Tidal Wave Series available in 
purples, pinks and red. It’s quick and easy to 
germinate from seed, flowers from May until 
frosts, is aclimber or a trailer, and beautiful 
cut for the vase. 30cm x 90cm. RHS #2. 


4 Pelargonium ‘Shrubland Rose’ Flowers 
all summer — and until Christmas if brought 
inside. It's drought tolerant, and blooms 
away with only occasional deadheading. 
Take cuttings in autumn or spring — they 
root easily. 90cm x 45cm. USDA 9b-11. 


5 Nemesia Boysenberry (Fairy Kisses 
Series) A favourite for early summer 
alongside N. ‘Lady Lisa’. Has a sweet fruity 
scent and, if brought under cover, may flower 
through the winter. Easy to propagate. We 
store the mother plants frost-free from one 
year to the next. 25cm x 15cm. RHS H3. 


6 Thunbergia alata ‘African Sunset’ Easy 
from seed, which you can collect for sowing 
the following year. Climbs up over an arch or 
frame or tumbles from a windowbox. Flowers 
long and late, and is an excellent source of 
forage for pollinators. 1.8m x 90cm. RHS H2. 


7 Dahlia Bishop’s Children (mixed) Easy to 
grow from seed, and looks fabulous lining 

a path with Verbena rigida (see page 59). 
Butterflies and bees feast on the pollen and 
nectar and, once in seed, goldfinches also 
have a field day. 90cm x 75cm. RHS H3. 


Gardens Illustrated readers can 
receive a 20 per discount on all plants 
(excluding sale or other promotions) at 
SS sarahraven.com until 31 May 2023. 
=< Enter code Gl202023 at checkout. 
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What <A private garden constructed 
na steep slope, featuring local stone in 
Various textures and juxtapositions. 
‘ei ie Where Luxembourg. 
Size 680 square metres. 
Soil Heavy clay, improved with 
lava chippings, tufa and compost, 
and mulched with gravel. 
Climate Moderate continental climate with 


cold winters and increasingly hot summers. 
~Hardiness zone USDA 7. 


Stone gold 


With deceptively simple design and a masterful use of rock, Peter Berg 
has crafted a polished family garden from a steeply sloping site 


WORDS NATASHA GOODFELLOW PHOTOGRAPHS MARIANNE MAJERUS 


hen faced with a small, steeply sloping garden, many people 
might simply opt for grass and a few shrubs, but not the 
owners of this plot in Garnich, a village on the outskirts of 
the city of Luxembourg. Instead, they contacted Peter Berg, 
a German landscape designer known for making beautiful 
gardens in the most difficult of spots (his own has a height 
difference of 40m, front to back) using his trademark 
building material of natural rock. 

Though this garden had a level change of only about 4m, it had other challenges. “The 
back third was a conservation zone, in which we weren't allowed to do anything,” says 
Peter, “and the area closest to the house — a new build - was originally designed as an 
embankment, which would have been difficult to use and harder to maintain.” Working 
with the architects, he designed a balcony of wood, steel and glass, which soars out over the 
garden, providing more usable space and, crucially, allowing for landscaping and planting 
beneath. “Where there would have been earth, we now have rocks, light and air,” he says. 

A walnut tree was one of the few features on the plot when Peter first saw it and he 
has used this to anchor his design, creating an interlocking pair of terraces that step 
down from the balcony. The first terrace is a gravelled area where a firepit forms the focal > 
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Above left Rocks gently lead the eye 
up from the lower levels to the house, 
forming inviting stepping stones 

as they do so. Geranium ‘Philippe 
Vapelle’ softens the angular edges 

of the rock, and is interspersed with 
upright clumps of compact Aster 
sedifolius ‘Nanus’ and a fruiting 
currant bush. 


Above right The straight lines of 
the sleek modern balcony, clean- 
edged slate bench and well-kept 
lawn form a contrast to the more 
rugged, sloping, wild and rocky 
elements of the garden, which 
gets looser the further you move 
away from the house. 
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Top Peter places the rocks carefully 
so as to leave maximum space for 
planting, to create the naturalistic 

effect he loves. Here, the seedheads 

of white-flowered Luzula nivea 
mingle with the foliage of various 
ferns and the elegant, airy, blonde 
grass Deschampsia cespitosa. 


Above Plants are positioned 
according to light conditions, so 

this sunnier spot is populated with 
Lavandula angustifolia ‘Dwarf Blue’, 
the pale lilac-flowered Calamintha 
nepeta and, against the rock, a young 
Ilex crenata. Thymus serpyllum 
‘Minor’ forms a dense mat of 
evergreen groundcover, with 

striking purple flowers in summer. 
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> point. The second, at a right angle to the first, features a neat rectangle of lawn providing 
a play area for the owners’ children. The retaining walls and the stonescape under the 
balcony are formed from basalt lava boulders, sourced from a quarry in the Eifel region 
of Germany, where Peter is from, and carefully positioned so as to be both structural 
(where necessary) and natural in appearance. “Finding the right stones and then putting 
them together so that they fit” says Peter. “That's the art of this way of landscaping” 

In this he is clearly a master, and the rocks appear to flow gently down the garden 
entirely without artifice, forming natural stepping stones —- much to the children’s 
delight - seats and even, with one particularly well-chosen rock, a simple and highly 
poetic bird bath. Elsewhere, the stone has been carefully cut, by Peter’s son Daniel, to 
form sharp, geometric steps or coping stones for the two built-in dry-stone benches 
(constructed from slate), providing a powerful textural contrast. In all instances, the stone 
has been placed by eye with only the smallest amount of concrete and without the use 
of any detailed plans. “T like to keep things simple,” says Peter. “If you get too technical, 
there's no money left for plants.” 

With so much stone - 150 tonnes in total - in such a small space, care was needed that the 
finished garden did not appear heavy or harsh, and Peter's planting provides the requisite light 
touch. A branching Molinia caerulea subsp. arundinacea ‘Skyracer’ explodes like a fountain at the 


Finding the right stones 
and then’puttingthem — 
together—.that'’s the art of 
is Way of landseaping 


base of the steps, while elsewhere tussocks of Miscanthus sinensis “Yakushima Dwarf? Above The firepit terrace is framed 

add movement in the breeze. Clumps of prairie dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis) appear Wien engine On RSte Se)ate Wall 

like puffs of smoke, adding a pleasing sense of airiness. Though the garden faces southeast, Pep eaes ane erenlly pace dinasal 
C : : . boulders, one of which also functions 

the shade of the walnut tree, balcony and surrounding shrubbery create a variety of light Seatheautiful neturaeebativand 

conditions, and Peter has planted accordingly. Luzula nivea and ferns including Dryopteris miairetlentive pool Bayondithe 

affinis, Matteuccia struthiopteris and Polypodium vulgare populate the shadier spots, while bench, the land in the conservation 

lavender, Calamintha nepeta and wild strawberries bask in the sun. Tying it all together are zone falls away, giving the sense of 

rivers of the mauve-flowered Geranium ‘Philippe Vapelle, cushions of campanula and saxifrage being high up in the mountains. 

emerging from cracks, and herbs including sage and thyme. 

The planting is dense and relatively low maintenance, with the main task being the 

annual cutback of the grasses in late winter. Thrillingly for Peter, this is now all undertaken 

by one of the clients, despite him having had no prior interest in gardens. “His wife sends 

me pictures of him out there and they quite often ask me questions on how to do something 

or other,” says Peter. As beautiful as the garden is, one can't help feeling it is this, the fact of 

having awoken someone's passion for gardening that Peter loves most. 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Peter’s work at gartenlandschaft.com/en 
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PEOPLE WHO’S WHO 


MANOJ] MALDE 


The garden designer, show judge, RHS ambassador and television 
presenter on changing careers, making a splash with colour, and promoting 
inclusivity and diversity within the gardening community 


WORDS CLAIRE MASSET PORTRAIT JUSTIN FOULKES 


anoj Malde is living proof that you should 

always follow your dreams. Having worked 

in the fashion industry for almost 20 years, 

he decided to pursue his passion for plants, 

swapping haute couture for horticulture. Today 

he runs a successful design practice, works as a 
TV presenter and an RHS judge and, since 2022, has been the RHS’s 
ambassador for inclusivity. Not bad for a mid-life change of career. 

Born in Kenya, Manoj grew up surrounded by plants. 
“Although we didn’t have a garden, we had this enormous 
balcony filled with roses, jasmine and colocasias,’ he recalls. 

He and his family moved to the UK when he was four. “My 
brother started a veg patch in our new garden and I helped 

him. Then I became fascinated by houseplants and ornamentals.” 
Seeds were sown at a very early age. 

“T loved my job as creative director in fashion,” he continues, 
“but as time went on, I could see where the industry was heading. 
Quality was going down; everything 
became about margin.” Manoj gave up 
his career and enrolled at The English 
Gardening School in London in 
2010. Less than a decade later, in 
2017, he won a Silver-gilt medal at 
the RHS Chelsea Flower Show for 
his garden, Beneath a Mexican Sky. 
Mediterranean plants were set against 
a backdrop of pink and orange adobe 
walls, beside an azure-blue pool. 

It was stylish and radiant, and 
different from the usual Chelsea 
offering. People loved it. 

Because he was born in Mombasa 
to Indian parents, Manoj says he is 
instinctively drawn to bold colours. 

“It's part of my heritage,” he says, 
recalling the ginger lilies and bird of paradise plants of his youth, and 
his mother’s wardrobe full of striking saris. “Here in the UK we live 
in a grey climate; why would you want to add more grey tones?” 

This year Manoj returns to Chelsea with another sparkling 
garden: the RHS and Eastern Eye Garden for Unity. This time, 
as well as displaying gorgeous colours and textures, the garden 
will act as a symbol of inclusivity and diversity. Full of hope 
and richly varied, it is inspired by Maya Angelou’s invocation 
to ‘be a rainbow in someone else’s cloud’ 

Manoj wants as many people as possible to engage with the 
garden. That’s why he has included wide access points and signs in 
braille, why it features multicultural elements such handmade Indian 
cushions and a specially commissioned African tablecloth, and why it 
draws on symbolism from Islamic gardens. In keeping with its 
purpose, the garden will become a community space after Chelsea. 

As its name suggests, Manoj’s show garden is about creating 
connection and cohesion. “On the ground, different-shaped 
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ALL YOU NEED IS 
TO SOW A SEED. 
IT CREATES 
A SENSE OF 
DELIGHT AND 
ELATION AND 
EMPOWERS YOU 


slabs make up the pathway,’ he explains. “These slabs 
represent a broken society, but the fact that they work 
as one path shows that when people come together and 
unite, they produce more solidity,” 

Mangj takes his role as an RHS ambassador very seriously. 
He wants to encourage more people into gardening. “Doors are 
beginning to open. I want to see more of this happening. I'm 
hoping people will see me as an example. When someone says 
to me: ‘T can't do that; I say to them: ‘IfI did it, then so can you 

“As awful as the Coronavirus pandemic has been, it has also 
had its plus points. It's made people realise that their outdoor 
space is precious. All you really need is to sow a seed. When you 
see the germination happening, it creates a sense of delight and 
elation and that in turn empowers you. 

“You become responsible for this seedling and you carry 
on caring for it when it becomes a fully grown plant. That 
sort of connection with growing plants can have such a positive 
effect. We all lead busy lives. We 
are constantly on the go. Computers 
and mobile phones, they all produce 
stress, and the more that technology 
advances, the faster we're expected to 
work. Gardening is a way of slowing 
down that frantic pace of life. 

“My whole vision is about 
planting little seeds and hoping 
they will germinate. I would love 
to see businesses and organisations 
owned by people from the Asian 
and Afro-Caribbean communities 
sponsor gardens at Chelsea. And 
I'd like to see gardens within the 
main RHS gardens created by 
designers from other cultures 
and ethnicities.” 

Manojs bright outlook is so catching there seems little 
doubt he will succeed. Positivity begets positivity. And ditto 
productivity. Manoj is incredibly busy. Not content with being 
a designer, show judge, ambassador and presenter, he’s also 
writing a book, to be published in spring 2024. As with all his 
endeavours, he is approaching this one with relish and his own 
unique creative flair. “I'm getting involved with the design, the 
cover, everything,” he says. “It doesn’t matter what you're 
producing — you need to have that attention to detail” 

Manoj Malde is warm, fun and hugely likeable. But 
he is also a consummate professional who knows that if 
something is worth doing, it’s worth doing well - and always 
with a smile on your face. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Manoj's work at 
manojmaldegardendesign.co.uk 
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ardeners across the world anticipate 
the arrival of cherry blossom every 
year, because it proves that spring has 
really sprung. However, you may not 
realise that many named Japanese 
cherries were originally collected as 
spontaneous seedlings in the Japanese 
countryside over centuries. Constant 
propagation and their age has tended to diminish their vigour 
and health, but a number of new, hybrid flowering cherries, 
incorporating the best qualities of both parents have been 
raised by a retired school teacher named Masatoshi Asari. 

As a young man, Mr Asari was one of several volunteer 
custodians who looked after an important collection of sakura 
(flowering cherries) planted in Matsumae Park in Hokkaido. 
His family had suffered greatly during the Second World War, 
and he wanted to create something beautiful following this 
difficult chapter in Japanese history. In the late 1950s, he began 
to hybridise some of the heritage cherries, creating a series of 
healthy and vigorous cultivars known as Matsumae cherries. 
Over a long period — he is now in his early nineties - Mr Asari 


» We 


= a. 


named more than 100 cultivars, and his work earned him the 
title of Sakura Mo, or protector of cherry trees, in his homeland. 
‘The story of how a selection of Mr Asari’s hybrids arrived 
in the UK begins in the 1980s, when several were included in 
The Manual of Japanese Cherries. When this definitive Japanese 
text was translated into English, one of the first copies found its 
way on to the bookshelf of the late plantsman Graham Stuart 
Thomas, where it was spotted by his friend Chris Sanders. 
Chris, the UK’s leading expert on Japanese cherries, realised 
that it contained cherries he'd never even heard of and, once 
he had his own copy, he created a list of 25 desirables, made 
up entirely of cherries that had been raised by Mr Asari. 
Chris passed his list to the late John Bond, then Keeper 
of the Gardens in Windsor Great Park, just before he left 
for a lecture tour of Japan in 1992, and soon after his return, 
a large cardboard box containing scion wood taken from 58 
Matsumae cherries, all beautifully labelled by Mr Asari, arrived 
in Windsor. The scion wood was sent on to John Ravenscroft's 
Bridgemere Nursery, where Chris worked at the time. The 
new cherries were grown on and assessed and the most garden 
worthy were bulked up. Alongside the hard-to-pronounce [> 
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P. Fragrant Cloud (= ‘Shizuka 
Raised in 1960 by deliberately, 
» hybridising P.‘Amanogawa’ . 
with P. ‘Amayadori’ to produce 
* fragrant white blossom. Its)" : 
i | exquisite semi-double white flowers 
are framed by bronzé foliage. The i) 
flowers fade to pink as they age and 
this vase-shaped tree also provides 
* orange-red autumn colour. Widely 
available. April. 6-8m. AGM*. 


Mr Asari named more than 100 cultivars, and his work earned 
him the title of Sakura Mo, or protector of cherry trees 


> Japanese names, Chris added evocative English trademarks, such 
as Fragrant Cloud for Prunus ‘Shizuka (reputedly the most fragrant 
Matsumae cultivar and the first to be released in the UK, in 2000). 

Many of the first Matsumae cherries in the UK were planted 
at Bridgemere Nursery and in Windsor Great Park. In 2010, the 
RHS began a two-year, offsite trial of Prunus at Chris Lane’s 
Witch Hazel Nursery in Kent. When it finished in 2012, 19 
Matsumae cherries were given AGMs and this sparked lots of 
interest in the nursery trade. Nick Dunn of Frank P Matthews in 
Herefordshire took the lead and selected the best six. 

Following their success in the RHS trial, Chris Sanders wrote to Mr 
Asari, explaining his role in the propagation and distribution of his 
Matsumae cherries, and though he received no reply, several months 
later he received an email out of the blue from a Hiromichi ‘Henry’ 
Kurata. Henry had attended one of Mr Asari’s seminars where he had. 
held up Chris’ letter, telling the audience that he was thrilled that his 
Matsumae introductions had been successfully propagated in the 
West. He was particularly delighted to learn that some were growing 
in the former garden of the legendary Collingwood ‘Cherry’ Ingram. 

Chris finally met Mr Asari in 2016 at a celebration of Japanese-UK 
friendship in Matsumae Park, when the cherries were in full bloom. 
The ceremony concluded with the unveiling of a granite memorial, 
in the form of a book inscribed in Japanese and English — which is 
fitting, given that the story of Matsumae cherries in the UK began 
with the chance sighting of a book on a bookshelf. 
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WHERE TO SEE 

* Batsford Arboretum Batsford, Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucestershire 
GL56 YAT. Tel 01386 701441, batsbarb.co.uk 

* Keele University Keele, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffordshire 

ST5 5BG. keele.ac.uk/cherries. Holds a National Collection of flowering 
cherries, with 50 Matsumae cherries included among the 218 in the 
grounds. See website for a downloadable map. 

* Thenford Arboretum Thenford, near Banbury, Oxfordshire OX17 
2BX. thenfordarboretum.com 

Michael Heseltine has planted 20 different Matsumae cherries in his 
arboretum, which opens on selected days from April. 

¢ Windsor Great Park The Crown Estate Windsor Great Park, Windsor, 
Berkshire SL4 2HT. Tel 01753 860222, rhs.org.uk 

«Witch Hazel Nursery Callaways Lane, Newington, Sittingbourne, 
Kent ME9 7LU. Tel 01795 843098, witchhazelnursery.com 

Owner Chris Lane holds a National Collection of Prunus, and holds 
cherry blossom open days each year. See website for details. 


WHERE TO BUY 

* Bluebell Arboretum & Nursery Annwell Lane, Smisby, Ashby de la 
Zouch, Derbyshire LE65 2TA. Tel 01530 413700, bluebellnursery.com 
« Burncoose Nurseries Gwennap, Redruth, Cornwall TR16 6BJ. 

Tel 01209 860316, burncoose.co.uk 

¢ Frank P Matthews Tree Shop Berrington Court, Tenbury Wells, 
Worcestershire WR15 8TH. Tel 01584 812800, frankpmatthews.com 
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8 top Matsumae cherries 


1 Prunus Pink Parasol (= ‘Hanagasa’) Its large pale-pink flowers 
have densely packed petals surrounding a centre of bright-green, leafy 
carpels. It’s a selection made in 1963 from seedlings of P. ‘Fukurokuju’ and 
an un-named sato-zakuro. Flowers late April. 8-15m x 7m. AGM. 

2 P. ‘Matsumae-wakamusha’ Blush-white, semi-double flowers appear when 
the fresh foliage is a pale bronzy-green colour. Early to mid-season. 15m. 

3 P. ‘Matsumae-hayazaki’ This cup-shaped tree, previously known as 
‘Kechimyaku-zakura’ wasn't raised by Mr Asari but is a heritage tree found 
growing in the precincts of the Kozen Temple in Matsumae. Only found in 
collections. End of April to beginning of May. 15m. 

4 P. Chocolate Ice (= ‘Matsumae-fuki’) Large flowering cherry with eye-catching, 
deep-bronze new oliage that breaks just as the blush-white flowers open from 
pale-pink buds. Flowers early to mid April. 10m x 8m. AGM. 

5 P. ‘Matsumae-benibotan’ The blush-white flowers open from pink buds just as 
the foliage breaks, so the tree appears to be smothered in blossom. Raised by 
Mr Asari in 1961, it is a cross of P ‘Botan-zakura’ with either P. ‘Amayadori’ or 
P.‘Kechimiyaku-zakura’ Only found in collections. Late April. 15m. 

6 P. Spring Snow (= ‘Beni-tamanishiki’) Selected in 1963 from seedlings of a 
hybrid between P. leveilleana and P. speciosa, this slow-growing, compact tree is 
perfect for a small garden. The clusters of blush-white, fully double flowers appear 
in April on almost bare branches. Mid April to May. 2.5m. AGM. 

7 P. ‘Matsumae-usugasanesomei’ One of Mr Asari's early hybrids raised in 1966 
using P. x yedoensis ‘Somei-yoshino’ and P. speciosa, with large, single, pink 
flowers, held on long stems. Only found in collections. Late April. 8-l0m. 

8 P. ‘Beni-yutaka’ A seedling selected in 1961, between a double-flowered cherry 
and P ‘Matsumae-ryuunin-beni-yae-zakura’ The flowers, which have distinctive 
dark eyes, fade to warm-white. Late March or early April. 5m. AGM. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
tTrees shown have a hardiness rating of RHS H6, USDA 5a-8b. 


Granular detail 


In work that explores texture and variation, 
wood artist Darren Appiagyei showcases the 
natural beauty of his raw materials — warts and all 


WORDS DIANA WOOLF PHOTOGRAPHS LISA LINDER 


PEOPLE MAKER 


Wood artist Darren Appiagyei 
outside his studio at Cockpit Arts 
in Deptford, east London. 


Facing page Banksia Vessel, made 
from the hard, woody remains 

of the seedpod of the Australian 
Banksia tree. 
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PEOPLE MAKER 


arren Appiagyei’s wooden 
vessels force the viewer to look 


at trees in a new light. Instead 
of working like a conventional 
woodturner and smoothing out 
the flaws in the wood, Darren 
highlights them. “My work is dictated by the 
imperfections, those cracks, those grains, 
those burrs, those barks,” he says. “I try to 
enhance those features that make the wood 
so beautiful and encourage people to look 
at it in a different way.” 
Darren first came across woodturning 
by accident while studying 3D design at 
Camberwell College of Arts. Set the task of 
learning a new skill, he spotted that the lathe 
was never used, and he realised that this was 
an opportunity to complete his learning task 
without waiting to use more popular equipment. 
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He found working with wood therapeutic, 
enjoying the organic process of carving and the 
way it forced him to clear his mind of all external 
distractions - particularly important for Darren, 
as he had been a carer for his mother from the 
age of ten. No one in the studio really knew how 
to use the lathe, and so Darren effectively taught 
himself, with the help of YouTube videos and an 
open mind. It was obviously a successful exercise 
as during his final year he made a series of eye- 
catching vessels out of Australian Banksia nut, 
one of which was bought by the Dean of Chelsea 
College of Art at his degree show. 

In spite of this success, after graduating Darren 
took time out from making, focusing more on 
his mother than his career. A chance walk past 
Cockpit Arts Deptford, however, inspired him to 
reconsider and apply for an award offered by the 
business incubator in collaboration with the [> 


Top left Darren patterns 

a vessel with a series of tiny 
burn marks made with 

a pyrography tool; he 

uses the technique to expose 
the transitions of tone in the 
wood grain. 


Above Vessel made from 
Australian Banksia nut, 
highlighting the unusual 
variations and textures in 
the wood. 


Left Darren uses hand-held tools 
to gouge patterns in the wood 
while it is turning on the lathe. 


Far left Darren carefully smooths 
the base of one of his vessels. 
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[> Worshipful Company of Woodturners. This 
was a career turning point as Darren won the prize 
— free studio space and use of a lathe for a year at 
Cockpit Arts. Six years on, Darren is still working 
at Cockpit Arts, now with his own lathe, and has 
work on show in both London and New York. 

Darren’s making process reflects the happy 
accidents that have punctuated his career. He 
has few preconceived ideas about how a piece 
will look before he starts work, being happy 
to let the wood lead the creative process. “The 
work is a collaboration between me and the 
material,” he says. He is equally relaxed about 
the type of wood he uses and has stacks of holly, 
lime and birch as well as gnarled chunks of oak 
piled up under his work counter, all sourced 
sustainably from Woodlands Farm at Shooters 
Hill in southeast London. 

Once he has selected the wood, Darren fixes 
it to his lathe. As it mechanically rotates he uses 
hand-held tools to gouge out and pattern the wood. 
When the outside is shaped to his satisfaction, he 
may then hollow out and decorate the inside. He is 
currently working on a chestnut vessel; the base has 


been neatly turned to look like a classical vase while 


the upper section remains untouched, complete 


with bark and burr, making the piece an intriguing 


synthesis of the man-made and the natural. 
Leaving sections of wood untouched is an 

important part of Darren’s practice, as he likes 

to highlight what he describes as its rawness. 

“My family come from Ghana originally and the 

artwork there tends to be quite raw and organic, 

so I think I naturally gravitated towards that.” He is 

also influenced by a deeply held respect for nature, 

and says: “I feel we sometimes destroy things and 

try to alter them, but sometimes nature is beautiful 

in itself and we don't need to improve on it” 

Darren’s unusual skill lies in knowing when to 

step back and let nature speak for itself. 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Darren's work can be seen at Contemporary 
Applied Arts, 6 Paddington Street, London W1U 
5QG. Tel 020 7620 0086, caagallery.org.uk, and 
Craft Front & Center at the Museum of Arts and 
Design in New York. For more information visit 
darrenappiagyei.co.uk Instagram @inthegrainn 


PEOPLE MAKER 


Far left Darren's oak burr 
vessels enhance the beauty of 
the unusual textures and 
colours in what is often seen as 
misshapen growths in the wood. 


Top Darren at work in his studio 
at Cockpit Arts. Winning the use 
of alathe and studio space here 
for a year was a turning point in 
Darren's career. 


Above Some of Darren's 
vessels contrast the natural 
imperfections in the wood with 
smoother sections. 


Left A selection of tools used for 
gouging, marking and patterning 
the surface of the wood. 
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lachyos (wate! 
lorn) Strongly scented 
it are often produced in 
ushes and can flower for ten 
months of the year. Almost evergreen 
in mild winters, it’s a tough and 
tolerant plant. Good for frogs and 
newts. Aquatic floater plant. 
Height (H) 90cm. Spread (S) 90cm. 
Depth (D) 10-90cm. RHS H4*. 


PLANTS NURSERY 


In at the deep end 


A new nursery that specialises in water plants is facing 
one of its biggest and most exciting challenges this year -— 
exhibiting at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show for the first time 


WORDS CHRIS YOUNG PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD BLOOM 


ho would have thought that of 
all the places you could start an 
aquatic plant nursery, it would 
be in your mother’s spare room? 
For David Reynolds, this is 
exactly where he found himself 
in 2016. His mother, Dawn Fisher, remembers it well. 
“David was studying for a degree in computer science 
and one day was asked to help clear out a lake. Instead of 
throwing all the oxygenator plants away, he sold them on 
the internet and, not long after, decided to set up a plant 
nursery,’ she says. “I was soon growing seeds in my guest 
room and in the garden. It was crazy really.’ From that 
day, Lincolnshire Pond Plants was established and began 
selling the whole gamut of aquatic and marginal plants. 

Like all good businesses, this is a family affair born of 
drive and ambition. David soon stopped his computer 
course, his wife Kayleigh left her estate agency job, and 
Dawn gave up her teaching role. The north Lincolnshire- 
based firm grew rapidly, and exploited good internet 
savviness for sales. Now located on a 15-acre former 
RAF site, acquired in 2021, it has ten employees and sells 
more than 350 different plants through its website, at 
shows, at the nursery and via consultancy. 

So how does a nursery that is less than ten years old 
suddenly find itself preparing for its first RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show? “We've been on the show circuit a bit 
and that’s given us a lot of experience of how to stage an 
exhibit,’ explains Dawn, “but when we received a Gold 
medal at RHS Malvern Spring Festival in 2022, I felt 
confident enough to apply for Chelsea” 

The display is based on the theme of ‘gone fishing’ 

A 6m x 4.5m pond will show the three main aspects 

of aquatic plants: a larger body of water to fish in, for 
those with the space; a pond for smaller gardens; and a 
patio pond in a container. “We want to show people the 
range of opportunities for having water in your garden,’ 
explains Dawn. “You don't have to have a lake to enjoy 
aquatic plants and all the wildlife they bring” 

The diverse range of plants offered by the nursery 
is broken down into four main types. Oxygenators 
include the native, free-floating hornwort 
(Ceratophyllum demersum), mare's tale (Hippuris 
vulgaris) and water shamrock (Marsilea quadrifolia). 
Then there are the marginals (any type of aquatic 
plant that sits within the margin of the pond), such as 
dainty Baldellia ranunculoides, or the larger silver- 
striped sweet flag (Acorus calamus ‘Argenteostriatus’). 
Plants for deeper water include water lilies, such as 
the native nymphoides, which are good at providing 
habitats for wildlife. Finally, there are floating plants, 


such as white-flowered frogbit (Hydrocharis morsus- 
ranae) or moss-like Salvinia natans. 

It's not just for leaf shape or flower colour that people 
want aquatics, as the wildlife benefits of any water body 
are substantial. Frogs, newts, dragonflies and damselflies, 
water boatmen and pond-skaters all contribute to the 
health of a pond’s ecosystem and the broader health of 
the garden. “Rafting plants that grow from the soil but 
spread over into the water are crucial for wildlife as they 
allow things to move from the bank into and out of the 
water,’ says Dawn, adding that if you want a wildlife 
pond, don't have fish as they eat so much pond life. 

It's always heartening to see new nurseries become 
established — but especially by someone like David 
who, at 34, is a one of the youngest nurserymen around. 
By focusing on a horticultural niche, David, Dawn and 
Kayleigh have brought a focus to aquatic plants, but most 
of all, it's their determination and confidence to give 
things a go that shines through. Chelsea surely won't 
be the last we hear of them. 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Address Lincolnshire Pond Plants, Building 139e, 
Brookenby Business Park, Brookenby, Market Rasen, 
Lincolnshire LN8 6HF. Tel 01472 566970 Open Monday — 
Saturday, 10am-4pm. Web lincspplants.co.uk 

Turn the page for top pond plant recommendations 


Dawn Fisher and David Reynolds. 
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TOP POND PLANTS 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 


Geum rivale (water avens) Bell-shaped, dusky-pink flowers 
on long stems flushed with dark red are the highlight of this 
herbaceous perennial; the delicate flowers nod in the breeze. 
Dislikes excessively wet conditions. Marginal plant. H 40cm. 
S 25cm. D 0-8cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-7b. 


Equisetum scirpoides (miniature horsetails) This evergreen 
perennial is amuch smaller version of Equisetum hyemale, but 
produces dark-green, reed-like stems. Can spread considerably. 
Marginal plant. H 15cm. S 45cm+. D O-5cm. RHS H4. 


Lychnis flos-cuculi var. albiflora (white ragged robin) White flowers 
with deep-cut petals. Once widespread in the UK, it is now rare in the 
wild due to drainage and loss of wet meadows and ponds. The flowers 
are valuable for wildlife, rich in nectar and good for bees and other 
insects. Marginal plant. H 1m. S 45cm. D O-10cm. 


Hydrocotyle sibthorpioides ‘Crystal Confetti’ (crystal confetti) 
This pretty perennial forms a carpet of miniature, four-leaved, 
clover-type leaves, edged with cream. A great oxygenator, the fibrous 
roots are good for removing nitrates. Pond life likes to hide among it. 
Oxygen plant. H 45cm. S 45cm+. D O0-25cm. RHS H4. 


Turn to page 84 for more pond plants 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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PLANTS NURSERY 


Planting up a pond 


Dawn Fisher offers expert advice on using aquatic and marginal plants 


1 Planting depth It’s really important to think about the planting depth when 
choosing your plants — from the surface, midway down a pond and into the 

bottom. For ease of understanding, we always say ‘planting depth’ is the ee 
amount of space between the top of the pot and the water surface. 


2 Planting a pond A pond can be any size or shape and thus can have a range 
of plants in it. There are lots of plant choices for any sized water body, froma 
large pond in the garden to a water-filled wooden barrel. Most aquatic plants 
only really want 10cm of water above the top of the plant pot. 


3 Oxygenators give life These plants are crucial as they bring oxygen into 
the water. They are often sold bunched so they can sink to the bottom of the 
pond or be placed on different shelves. Be aware that when it’s dark, or whe! 
=". levels are low, oxygenators take oxygen out of the water and rele 
carbon dioxide — even though during the day they emit oxygen. 


4 Water nutrients If you're getting too much blanket eas it’s usually 
to two things: too many nutrients and too much sunlight. Use fibrous-root 
aquatics, such as Alisma lanceolatum (narrow-leaved water plantain), irises 
and aquatic grasses, which can help reduce blanket weed by ‘eating’ the 
nutrients. Other plants, such as bullrushes (Typha species), can take up iron 
and salts from the water. 


5 Welcoming wildlife Any pond can welcome aquatic pond life, including 
newts and frogs. Remember that fish will eat a lot of the wildlife in yo 
pond, so decide from the outset whether you want to create a wildlife 


TOP POND PLANTS 


CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT 
Cardamine pratensis (lady’s smock) Also known as cuckoo flower 
because it coincides with the arrival of the first cuckoo. 
A favourite of the orange-tipped butterfly, this beautiful, native, 
perennial herb is also loved by dragonflies. Showy clusters of lilac- 
pink, purple or white flowers top the upright stems from April to June. 


Marginal plant. H 45cm. S 30cm. D 0-10cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-7b. 


Equisetum fluviatile (water or swamp horsetail) Grows in clumps 
in shallow water in ponds, swamps and ditches. Upright, ridged 
and jointed stems are banded in yellow-brown, with fertile stems 
terminating in a flower cone of about lcm. Marginal plant. H 30cm- 
1m. S 45cm+. D O-20cm. RHS H7. 


Caltha palustris (marsh marigold) Great for colour in early spring, 
this native marigold is a herbaceous perennial from the buttercup 
family, with rich, shiny, golden-yellow flowers and glossy, green, 
heart-shaped leaves. It loves being in or near the water and if 
deadheaded will flower from early spring through summer. Marginal 
plant. H 30cm. S 40cm. D 10-15cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-7b. 


Hippuris vulgaris (water mare’s tail) This native plant is a great 
oxygenator. Its roots extend into the anoxic zone of wetland soils 
(where oxygen is absent), and create a conduit for the methane 
produced there to travel up and out. Frogs, newts and fish all love to 
hide among it. Fibrous roots are good for removing nitrates. Oxygen 
plant. H 45cm. S 45cm+. D 0-45cm. RHS H7. 


PLANTS NURSERY 
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Harrod 


HORTICULTURAL 


BESPOKE DESIGN SERVICES AVAILABLE 0333 400 1500 (local rate) 


¢ Traditional Steel Furniture * Arches www.harrodhorticultural.com 
¢ Pergolas * Obelisks * Planters 


* Trellises & Supports * Fruit Cages | 10% OFF QUOTE: 23ADGL4 
* Raised Beds * PLUS MORE . 
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CHELSEA 2023 P 


Show details 


Opening dates 23-27 May 2023. 


Buying tickets 

Advance purchase only, and 
tickets are limited. Go to 
rhs.org.uk/shows-events/ 
rhs-chelsea-flower-show 
to check availability. 


Gardens Illustrated at Chelsea 
Come and see us at Stand EAE525 
on Eastern Avenue, where you 

can meet members of the team, 
and find out more about everything 
Gardens Illustrated. 


Contents 


88 


98 


102 


Show garden profiles 

We speak to the designers behind a selection of the show 
gardens on Main Avenue, and in the Sanctuary Gardens 
and All About Plants categories 


Growing for Gold 

Chelsea Flower Show is known for its plant perfection. 
We speak to five nursery owners preparing their displays 
for this year’s floral extravaganza in The Great Pavilion. 


Around the show at Chelsea 2023 

We highlight some of the feature, product and 
plant highlights to look out for at the show, from 
sculpture to thought-provoking installations and 
a new dwarf sunflower. 


Coverage sponsored by 


FARMER GRACY 


IEW 


+ Listen to the Chelsea season of 
our Talking Gardens podcast to 
hear this year's top designers talk 
about their show gardens. You'll 
also find further coverage of all 
the gardens at this year’s show 
at gardensillustrated.com/ 
chelsea-flower-show. Plus, 

you can sign up to our Chelsea 
newsletter for the latest news in 
the lead-up to Chelsea and daily 
during show week itself. Go to 
gardensillustrated.com/ 
newsletters 
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PROFILE 


Designer Sarah Price. 
Sponsor Nurture Landscapes. 
Contractor Crocus. 

Plants Crocus. 


Theme The ‘lost’ garden 
at Benton End, former home 
of artist Sir Cedric Morris. 


After the show Many of the 
materials and plants will find 
anew home at Benton End. 


Contact sarahpricelandscapes.com 
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The Nurture Landscapes Garden 


The late artist and plantsman Sir Cedric Morris and his home, 
Benton End in Suffolk, were the inspiration for Sarah Price's 
show garden for Nuture Landscapes. “Cedric Morris was famous 
for his flower paintings and iris still lifes. You can see that he 
really understood the plants, but he was also an incredible 
gardener, who influenced Beth Chatto. He introduced 90 
different cultivars of bearded iris,” says Sarah. 

Benton End was a bohemian place, where Morris and his 
partner Arthur Lett-Haines hosted a painting school that 
tutored the likes of Lucian Freud and Maggi Hambling. 
Neglected for many years, it is now being restored by the 
Garden Museum, and Sarah is hoping to transfer some of its 
naturalistic spirit to Chelsea. “You can see that it had so much 
love,” she says. “I’m also taking inspiration from the plants 
that Cedric Morris bred - the moody grey poppies and irises 
with colours that are really hard to describe, such as copper, 
strange off-yellows and grey-purples. It’s really exciting to 
have that palette to compose with” 

Sarah was determined to make the show garden low carbon 
and sustainable. “The most pragmatic approach is to source 
locally, reuse and repair,’ she explains. To this end, Sarah has 
sourced all of her materials, many waste or reclaimed, from 
an ‘imagined corridor’ linking the Surrey base of her contractor, 
Crocus, to the showground in Chelsea. Fittingly, many of the 
materials and plants will find a new home at Benton End after 
the end of the show. 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 


1 Richly coloured, straw-cob walls echo 
the original pigmented plaster and bricks 
of the 16th-century house at Benton End. 
2 A palette of pink, blue and yellow 
seen in two of Cedric Morris's paintings 
(Cotyledon and Eggs, and The Eggs) 

will offset the complex tones of Morris’s 
Benton irises and his grey poppies. 

3 Climbers, including the rambling rose 
Rosa ‘Sir Cedric Morris; supported by 
reclaimed timber and ropes, will frame 
views into and through the garden. 

4 Features crafted from waste 
materials such as old brick, ash, 

glass, recycled plastic, oyster shell, 
eggshells, feathers and wood. 

5 Saplings, grasses, dead wood and 
characterful trees hint at a semi- 
abandoned garden. 


AIT BY DANIEL LEWIS 


PORTRAIT BY CHARLIE HOPKINSOD 


PROFILE 


Designer Cleve West. 


Sponsors Project Giving Back 

for Centrepoint. 

Contractor Crocus. 

Plants Hortus Loci. 

Theme The garden is a metaphor for 
youth homelessness in the UK. 


After the show Elements of the 
Centrepoint Garden will be 
repurposed at one of Centrepoint’s 
Independent Living developments. 


Contact clevewest.com 


e Find out more about Cleve's garden 
in our Talking Gardens Chelsea 
podcast, launching on 16 May. 


CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW \ 


It's been seven years since Cleve West last created a show garden at 
Chelsea, and he had no intention of doing another one until he was 
approached by the team from the Centrepoint charity, which aims 
to end youth homelessness by 2037. The idea for the garden came 
to him “literally within a few minutes,’ he explains. “It’s a visceral, 
powerful metaphor for homelessness: the ruins of a house that has 
been knocked down, and then nature has taken over slowly’ 

He based the actual dimensions of the building on his 
stepdaughter’s house, but “none of it will be recognisable, except 
for a basement kitchen, with a fireplace that’s symbolic of home 
life, love, warmth and safety.’ The design will also feature piles 
of rubble, and a fallen tree —- a metaphor for being uprooted. 

The fallen tree is a large birch, echoed throughout the garden 
with repeated birch seedlings, saplings and trees, which populate 
the space in the way they actually would in this situation, at 
different stages of life. There will also be trees and shrubs such 
as hazel, elder and buddleja that tend to seed themselves around. 

“We're also using what people will call ‘weeds’ in the garden,’ 
Cleve says, alongside a mix of ornamentals; remnants of the old 
Victorian townhouse garden that would have survived years of 
neglect, such as Cordyline australis and Yucca elephantipes. 

The boundary of the space will be formed of plywood 
hoarding, which Cleve has painted with topiary shapes in the 
Pointillist style. The circa 120,000 dots represent the number of 
homeless young people in the UK. “It's quite a sobering thought 
and a strong visual representation of that figure,” says Cleve. 


ain gardens 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 


1 Ruins The design is centered around 
fragments of a demolished Victorian 
townhouse, to represent homelessness. 

2 A fallen tree Cleve didn't want to destroy 
the incredibly biodiverse habitat of a true 
felled tree, but spotted an opportunity 
when contractor Crocus uprooted this 
tree during recent expansion work. 

3 Weeds Wild and pioneer plants from 
dandelions to buddleja will form a large 
part of the planting, with many ‘weeds’, 
including nettles, dandelions, green 
alkanet, cleavers, wood avens, buttercups 
and daisies, some sourced from Cleve's 
own allotment. 

4 Bird boxes created by sculptor Johnny 
Woodford, which will be mounted on poles, 
in another play on homes and habitat. 

5 A mural of large, grand topiary shapes 
reminiscent of those seen at gardens 
such as Levens Hall in Cumbria, will be 
painted on plywood hoarding, as would 
be seen around a demolition site. It will be 
painted in the Pointillist style of Georges 
Seurat, with each dot representing one of 
the UK's 120,000 homeless young people. 
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FARMER GRACY 


PROFILE 


Designer Tom Massey. 


Sponsors Project Giving Back for the 
Royal Entomological Society. 


Contractor Landscape Associates. 
Plants Hortus Loci. 

Theme How important humans 
are to insects. 

After the show The garden will occupy 
a public space between the Westfield 
Stratford City shopping centre and 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park in 
London, and be used as an outreach 
and research resource by the RES. 
Contact tommassey.co.uk 

e Find out more about Tom's garden 
in our Talking Gardens Chelsea 
podcast, available from 16 May. 
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Tom Massey returns to the show with his third Chelsea garden, 
this time for the Royal Entomological Society (RES). “The brief 
was, essentially, to highlight how we humans are really important 
to insects, and to get people interested and engaged with insect life. 
The garden is all about insect science and the importance of the 
choices we make in how we maintain and manage our garden 
spaces, and in the types of planting and materials that we include” 

The most striking feature of the design is a central outdoor 
laboratory constructed out of laser-cut steel panels, its structure 
inspired by the shape of an insect’s eye. “It provides a space for 
insects to be collected, identified and studied under microscopes, 
and then displayed on a screen in the middle of the garden, 
showing insects on a really magnified scale to visitors; says Tom. 
“When you look at them up close, they’re fascinating creatures.” 

Other key elements are the different types of insect habitat that 
will be seen around the garden. “There's going to be a whole fallen 
tree cut into sections and suspended on steel poles over the 
planting, and panels filled with different types of material from 
construction waste to leaf mould, brush and wood. There will be a 
varied topography with many textural mulches: bare sand, piles of 
rubble and large lumps of concrete instead of boulders. “Tt is going 
to have quite a raw feel that will be softened by the planting, and 
the look and feel of a site that’s been reclaimed by nature? 

Inspired by the biodiversity found on brownfield sites, the 
planting features a backbone of native plants, including hawthorn 
and Scot's pine trees, and wildflowers such as Echium vulgare. 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 


An outdoor laboratory inspired by the 
shape of an insect's eye, made 
from curving steel panels. 

Big bugs displayed live on a large 
screen via a microscope link. 

Habitats for insects from dead wood to 
sand, rubble piles and mulches, as well as 
panels stacked and packed with materials 
of diverse shapes and sizes. 

Brownfield site plants including 
pioneer species, such as birch trees and 
foxgloves, and wildflowers, along with 
more drought-tolerant Mediterranean 
and succulent-like, climate resilient 
non-natives mixed in. 


GI) Don't miss Tom Massey's exclusive 
new online series, created with 
experts from the Royal Entomological 
Society, to discover intriguing facts about 
different insects every month, including 
despised garden ‘pests’ like aphids. You 
can read Tom's introduction to the series 
now at gardensillustrated.com/bugs 
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PORTRAIT BY RICHARD KENDAL 


PROFILE 


Designer Chris Beardshaw. 


Sponsors Project Giving Back 
for Myeloma UK. 


Contractor Egidos Ltd. 


Plants Deepdale Trees, Hardy's 
Cottage Garden Plants, Kelways Plants. 


Theme Raising awareness of the 
rare blood cancer myeloma. 


After the show This garden will be 
repurposed and rehomed to benefit a 
number of different sites. Many plants 
will be sold via a plant sale to raise 
funds for Myeloma UK. 


Contact chrisbeardshaw.com 


e Find out more about Chris's garden in 
our Talking Gardens Chelsea podcast, 
available from 16 May. 


CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW Main gardens 


“My aim was to create a garden that was somewhat circuitous and 
allowed the eyes and feet to wander,’ explains Chris Beardshaw. 

“T wanted it to be a garden of little cameos; a calming, enveloping, 
relaxing garden, aesthetically rewarding, and emotionally and 
spiritually reassuring, where it’s all about slow pace.” 

The space he has created is split into two parts: a sunny border 
at the front and a curated woodland garden behind. “It goes from 
traditional, big, Jekyll-esque border plants, backed by a yew hedge, 
into a dappled-shade woodland) says Chris, “so we've got a really 
odd mix of plants for sun, dappled shade and deep shade. It’s 
a garden for an individual to walk through; the path is only 
90cm wide, so you're going to have your ankles tickled by plants 
coming in left and right,” says Chris. 

This narrow slip path, made from blocks of charred oak, winds 
through to two Neoclassical-style temples, constructed with a 
timber frame and wrapped in a sort of “external wallpaper, a fabric 
printed with an external scan so it looks as though it’s got the 
render of an Italian chapel” The first temple contains a bespoke 
gold-leafed sculpture with hand-cut leaves of the plants featured 
in the garden. The second is slightly grander and contains a wall 
painting of huge peonies in rich teals and purples and creams, 
and a bespoke light featuring leaves in porcelain and gold. 

There are also two water features in the garden including an 
octagonal reflective pool surrounded by ferns, hostas and irises; 
and nine trees, from a multi-stemmed Cercidipyhllum to 
hornbeam, acers and a ginkgo. 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 


Sun and shade planting will feature 
in this garden of two parts, with 
a traditional border in front and 
woodland planting beyond. 

Two temples in the Neoclassical 
style, cleverly constructed in 
lightweight materials. 

Sculptures created from the leaves 
of the plants featured in the garden, in 
gold leaf and porcelain. 

The journey along a winding charred 
oak path through the woodland, to 
represent the experience of myeloma, for 
which there are treatments, but no cure. 

Nine trees — a lot for a show garden, 
but needed to create the secret 
woodland atmosphere. 
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FARMER GRACY 


PROFILE 
Designers Charlotte Harris 
and Hugo Bugg. 


Sponsors Project Giving Back 
for Horatio's Garden. 


Contractor Ryan Alexander 
Associates. 


Plants Deepdale Trees, Kelways Plants. 


Theme An accessible, therapeutic, 
restful space for spinal injury patients. 


After the show The garden will be 
relocated to Princess Royal Spinal 
Injuries Centre in Sheffield. 


Contact harrisbugg.com 


e Find out more about Harris 
Bugg’s garden on our Talking Gardens 
Chelsea podcast from 16 May. 
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Horatio’s Garden 


Harris Bugg’s show garden for Horatios Garden, the national 
charity that creates outdoor spaces for NHS spinal injury centres in 
the UK, is the first Main Avenue garden at Chelsea that deals with 
accessibility and puts people with accessible needs at the heart of 
the design. The garden, which is being relocated after the show to 
the Princess Royal Spinal Injuries Centre in Sheffield, has been 
designed entirely with the input and feedback of patients, to 
understand what they would prioritise. “We've done lots of 
listening,” says Charlotte. “It is person-led design” 

The garden has a cooling woodland feel - dappled shade with 
pockets of sunlight — and features trees including acers and birches, 
including lesser-known geraniums, such as G. nodosum “Tony's 
Talisman; as well as aquilegias, martagon lilies, amsonias and 
Aruncus ‘Horatio. It features a timber-shingle-clad garden shelter, 
created with architect Andrew Mcmullan, who designed the 
pipeline sculptures in Harris Bugg’s 2021 Chelsea garden. Inside 
will be a new artwork of 1,000 thumbprints in clay - a collaborative 
piece that speaks to the inclusive nature of the design. 

The pathway routes have organic shapes, with paths wide 
enough for wheelchair users and hospital beds to turn easily. For 
the surface, Charlotte and Hugo have developed an innovative new 
terrazzo-like paving material that is permeable, cement-free and 
uses crushed waste aggregate, but can be laid flat with hidden 
joints, so it is seamless for wheels to roll over. “It is the most 
technically difficult garden we've ever made,” says Charlotte, 

“but it wouldn't be Chelsea if we weren't sweating” 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 


1A garden pod, designed with Mcmullan 
Studio, that will offer year-round 

shelter. Clad in shingles, it will house an 
interesting new collaborative artwork. 
“We are collecting 1,000 thumbprints 

in clay from patients in all the spinal 
injury units that have gardens, and also 
everyone involved in the making of this 
garden,” says Charlotte. 

2 Stone cairns inspired by those seen in 
the Peak District on the edge of Sheffield, 
to represent guidance in finding your way. 
3 Awater table feature set at wheelchair 
height, with gentle water movement. 

4 Woodland-style planting with 
shade-tolerant flowering perennials. 


PROPILE 


Designer Darren Hawkes. 


Sponsors Project Giving Back 
for Samaritans. 


Contractor Landform Consultants. 


Plants Criig Farm Plants, 
Kelways Plants. 


Theme Reflecting the lived experience 
of people who call Samaritans. 


After the show A remodelled version 
of the garden will be permanently 
relocated to a Samaritans 

branch in Truro, with some 

elements going to other branches. 


Contact darrenhawkes 
landscapes.co.uk 


CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW 
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Samaritans Listening Garden 


“I wanted this garden to reflect the lived experience of the many 
people who call Samaritans. It couldn't just be about hope and joy, 
it had to consider the pain, struggle, fear and distress that some 
people suffer” Darren’s design for the Samaritans’ Listening 
Garden takes a conceptual approach to mimicking some of 

the feelings of the callers to this well-known, 70-year-old, 
volunteer-run ‘listening’ charity — from the sense of anxiety 

when picking up the phone, to having to confront and reveal 
uncomfortable emotions, to the relief of being listened to. 

Plants at the front of the garden conjure a sense of oppression 
or nervousness, such as Aralia chapaensis (Crag Farm Plants’ 
complete stock), Corokia (with its zigzagging branches), thistle- 
like Eryngium and thorny Rosa. A deeply fissured path of concrete 
slabs leads through the garden to a steel-frame piece hung with 
more huge, broken concrete pieces, before moving to a more 
positive space, complete with a series of large wooden seats 
created by German artist Thomas Résler, inviting moments of 
pause, conversation and resolution. Here the planting is lighter 
and brighter. As Darren explains: “The same spiky and spiny 
plants we use at the front of the garden still appear, but as part of 
a matrix rather than being dominant — being in that emotionally 
lighter space allows you to acknowledge obstacles but to see 
them from a different perspective. 

“The garden will be really exciting and bold - more of an 
installation. It's both a message about Samaritans and also a 
personal attempt to express what it feels like to be alive” 


WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR 


1 Recycled concrete from a farmyard 


in Darren's home county of Cornwall. The 


broken slabs have been used in different 
forms throughout the garden, as hung 
panels, walling and edging. “The wood 
and steel used are all repurposed from 
local farms, too”. 

2 Ulmus x hollandica ‘Jacqueline 
Hillier’ Darren has used several of these 
small-leaved elms, all in different forms, 


including one huge arching specimen that 


envelopes the area at the centre of the 


garden. “I can't imagine that anyone else 


has got any better trees at the show.” 

3 Female figure sculpture A life-sized 
figure sits at the far end of the garden. 
It is based on a maquette by Cornwall- 


based artist Andrew Litten, known for his 


expressive figurative work. 


4 Concrete infilled with gold Playing on 


the theme of repair, some of the broken 


concrete has been ‘mended’ with gold as 
in the Japanese art of kintsugi. “If your life 


is touched by sadness or pain that you 
overcome, it will always be there and it’s 
something that makes us stronger and 
more beautiful.” 
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Stylish Metal Pergolas 


Starting from just £1,287 + VAT- 


- Available in Grey or White 
- 3x3 & 3x4m sizes 

- With or without sides 

- Free next day delivery 


Use code GARDENS5 
for 5% off your pergola 
*Listed price includes 5% discount and is correct at time of publication 
yy 
Z 
www.londonstone.co.uk ? 
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FARMER GRACY CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW Sanctuary gardens 


Designer Filippo Dester. 


Sponsor Hamptons. 

Contractor Garden Club London. 

Theme Relaxed outdoor living with 
a Mediterranean vibe. 

Contact gardenclublondon.co.uk 


Filippo Dester hopes his garden will spark memories of holidays 
in the sun, while offering ideas for drought-tolerant planting. The 
central feature is a kitchen and dining area, made intimate by the 
addition of a pergola. A few steps away there are a range of edibles 
to be harvested for the table, including fennel and a fig tree. 

Each area of the garden demonstrates how the Mediterranean 
plant palette aesthetic can be applied to different settings, from a 
raised bed full of drought-tolerant herbaceous flowers, to clouds 
of pittosporums in shadier spots, and gravel beds for succulents. 
“We didn't want to have a traditional Italian garden, but to 
explain how planting can be done in a conscious way.” 


Designer Charlie Hawkes. 

Sponsor Project Giving Back for 
the National Brain Appeal. 

Contractor Landscape Associates. 


Theme A place of refuge and enjoyment 
for people living with dementia. 
Contact charliehawkes.co.uk 


Highlighting the work of the National Brain Appeal, supporting 
those living with rare forms of dementia, Charlie considers 
PCA, a type of visual dementia where the brain falters in 
interpreting what it sees. “The design came from speaking to 
doctors, carers and those living with PCA, highlighting the need 
for physical spaces that have simplicity and clean contrast,” 
explains Charlie. Multi-stemmed, umbrella-form Parrotia persica 
trees were chosen for their clear visual stance and dense canopy 
that avoids any confusing dappled light. Simple, solid seating is 
defined by block colours, while the pathway allows for some 
autonomy of experience and engagement. 


Designer Martyn Wilson. 


Sponsor Project Giving Back 
for the RSPCA. 
Contractor Landscape Associates. 
Theme Modern, wildlife-friendly haven. 
Contact wilsongardendesign.co.uk 


Designer Martyn Wilson makes his RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
debut with a show garden that puts a stylish twist on the idea of a 
wildlife sanctuary. “I hope to open up the concept of wildlife in the 
garden to a new audience,” says Martyn, who was inspired by the 
RSPCA’ rehabilitation work with animals during a visit to one of 
the charity’s rescue centres. 

The garden incorporates a range of materials chosen for 
sustainability, including a laser-cut Corten steel framework for a 
‘dead hedge} where woody prunings are put to work as a wildlife 
habitat, and a water feature made from recycled plastic. “The way 
the rill twists and turns through the space is about the journey 
animals take when they come into a rescue centre.” 
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The Natural Affinity Garden 


Designer Camellia Taylor. 


Sponsor Project Giving Back for 
Aspens Charities. 
sf Contractor The Outdoor Room. 
= Theme Asensory garden. 
Contact thegardentaylor.com 


The work of charity Aspens in supporting those with autism and 
learning difficulties was key to designer Camellia Taylor, who trained 
in psychology before beginning her horticultural career, and whose 
designs aim to connect people to nature. “T’ve tried to bring the 
elements of my training together,’ she says. 

“The design is based on neurons in the brain and their aesthetic 
similarity to how roots grow.’ From a central ‘nucleus’ seating area, 
walls rise and drop down as they flow out to represent plants’ roots 
or neurons. Wheelchair-friendly pathways mimic tracks in a lane 


er * A with grass running down the centre. The planting is sensory, for 
> ; taste, hearing and touch, and water around the seating area provides 
. calm and tranquillity. 


School Food Matters 


Designer Harry Holding. 

Sponsor Project Giving Back for 
School Food Matters. 

Contractor Landscape Associates. 

Theme Healthy eating for children. 

Contact harryholding.co.uk 


Harry Holding’s first-ever show garden is inspired by his 
involvement in growing food with schoolchildren and by 

“the awe and wonder of nature you feel when youre a child, 
drawn from memories of things like Alice in Wonderland and 
those sorts of wacky landscapes” Features relate to the fundamental 
elements required for food production, with soil represented by 
curving, rammed-earth walls, adorned with painted quotes from 
schoolchildren about food. More than 80 per cent of the garden 
is planted, and 80 per cent of those plants are edible, from a fruit 
tree to rhubarb, artichokes, asparagus and herbs. 

e Find out more about Harry Holding’s show garden on the 

Talking Gardens Chelsea podcast, which launches on 16 May. 


The Choose Love Garden 


Designer Jane Porter. 
Sponsor Project Giving Back 
for Choose Love. 
Contractor Stone Inspired. 
Theme Migration routes from east to west. 
Contact @plantyjane 


A visit to a refugee camp in Samos, Greece, informed Jane Porter's 
vision for this garden, which is inspired by refugee journeys. She saw 
how important garden spaces are to displaced people, and brought 
back found materials from the camp to incorporate into her garden’s 
sculpture. The use of Purbeck limestone gives the dry, bleached feel 
of the Mediterranean, but it is herbs that are at the centre of Jane’s 
design. They represent the plants refugees see as they travel and what 
they grow in transit camps. Drought tolerant and resilient enough to 
survive in exposed, coastal areas, they include Cretan dittany 
(Origanum dictamnus), lavender-leaved sage (Salvia lavandulifolia) 
and Thymus vulgaris ‘Compactus. After the show, the garden will find 
ahome at Good Food Matters, a community garden in Croydon. 
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S$ Learning with experts 
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gardening skills io edad 


Planting the - 
Piet Oudolf Way Seine 

Choose from over 30 online courses and learn : 
under the watchful eye of some of the world’s 


biggest names in gardening. 


Taught in our friendly online classroom, where you 
get to enjoy inspirational lessons and easy to 
follow assignments you will learn the full range of 


skills needed to become the complete gardener. Tom Stuart-Smith 


Sally Nex & Guy Petheram 
Learning with Experts is the only online course Self-Sufficient Design & Create 
provider to offer you personalised feedback from Veg Gardening Your Eset | 
the very best experts all from the comfort of your Country Garden 


own home. 


oe 66 It is amazing to be able to learn 
Buy today and start anytime: and receive feedback directly from 


learningwithexperts.com the experts. - Julia 
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GROWING 
FOR GOLD 


From first-timers to multiple 
medal winners, we talk to five of 
the nurseries exhibiting in 
Chelsea's Great Pavilion this year 
to find out more about the plans 
and preparations they are making 
to ensure a winning display 


WORDS ANNIE GATTI 


Spires and rare shrubs 


The Botanic Nursery 


When Mary and Terry Baker did their first solo Chelsea exhibit, 
some 30 years ago, they featured The Botanic Nursery’s rare trees 
and shrubs, plus the foxgloves that have since become their 
signature plants. They included species foxgloves that hadn't been 
seen before at Chelsea, having put them under lights to get them 
to flower. Ironically, they’ve rarely been able to have those 
particular ones in flower since. “Foxgloves are nice and easy to 
grow in the garden,” explains Mary, “but once you put them ina 
pot and try to force them into flower, even by two or three weeks, 
they become soft and flabby and susceptible to aphids.” 

It's thanks to Terry’s constant nurturing of the 500 or so 
specimens they pot up for Chelsea that the nursery’s romantic 
exhibits have been awarded Gold medals for many years now. 
Since 2018, the RHS has allowed small nurseries like theirs to sell 
plug plants at Chelsea, which works particularly well for Terry and 
Mary as they now grow stocky plugs from seed specifically for the 
show, and it’s the right time for visitors to put them in their 
gardens. “We get the opportunity to speak about foxgloves and 
share our passion for them. People think they know about 
foxgloves, that they're biennial and so flower every second year. 
But that’s not necessarily the case. You can have foxgloves that 
flower every year, but they wont go on flowering ad infinitum.” 

Although foxgloves have been their bread-and-butter plants, 
Terry spends a lot of time propagating the nursery’s unusual 
shrubs, and the couple want to become known for these woody 
plants again. This year’s exhibit will include interesting deutzias - 
a fantastic family of shrubs, says Mary, in a range of colours, 
shapes and sizes. They also plan to show a lesser-known lilac, 
Syringa emodi ‘Variegata. “Often show judges are not so keen 
to see a shrub that’s not in flower, but we're quite happy to show 
this beautiful lilac in leaf, even if it means we only get a Silver 
medal, because it looks so pretty.” 

Plot GPDO56. Address The Botanic Nursery, Coombe Lane, Atworth, 
Wiltshire SN12 8NU. Tel 07850 328756. Web botanicnursery.co.uk 


Showstopping sights 
No Name Nursery 

This is Steve Edney’s fourth experience of exhibiting in the 

Great Pavilion and he’s hoping it might be his most relaxed. 

He started as a gofer in his student days, and then in his role 

as head gardener at The Salutation in Kent, he created 

a Gold-medal winning display of seedheads. 

This year, he has returned with his partner Louise Dowle to 
show off hardy and half-hardy plants from their specialist No 
Name Nursery. Along with seven other small nurseries that 
belong to the 40-strong South of England group The Plant Fairs 
Roadshow, Steve can be found on a ten-metre square stand 
where more experienced exhibitors like him will be mentoring 
newcomers. “Man, are we going to pack things in there,” says 
Steve. “I hate bare bottoms, so there won't be a square inch to be 
seen. We've been growing specimens of Pseudopanax, one of our 
National Collections, for several years to use them at shows and 
were taking one that’s about 2.5m tall. We're hoping to feature 
other showstoppers such as Hosta ‘Empress Wu, which we've 
grown, with leaves that are a metre across, and Farfugium 
japonicum ‘Aureomaculatum, an exotic-looking relative of 
Ligularia, which has leaves like lily pads.” 

As with many small nurseries, Steve and Louise don't use 
artificial heat to bring on plants for Chelsea, but growing surplus 
plants helps to take the stress out of the unpredictability of the 
weather in early spring. “No matter what the size of your exhibit, 
you should grow three times the number of plants you need so 
that you can cherry pick the best. You also need different cultivars 
and varieties that you can substitute if something just isn’t ready” 
He was thrilled for his young team to win Golds at both Chelsea 
and Hampton Court in 2019, but feels that medals shouldn't be the 
aim. “What you should be doing is satisfying your own creativity” 
Plot GPCO40g. Address Nursery not open to the public, but 
Steve and Louise open their exotic garden for the NGS: Sweetbriar, 
69 Chequer Lane, Ash, Kent CT3 2AX. Tel 07753 965741. 

Web thenonamenursery.co.uk 
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Tumbledown romance 


Peter Beales Roses 


Forty-six years after his first trip to Chelsea to help on the Peter 
Beales Roses stand, Ian Limmer, now nursery manager and 
ambassador for the nursery, is still excited to be in the Great 
Pavilion, exhibiting. The nursery is renowned for its rose- 
festooned arches and arbours, which visitors flock to for photo 
opportunities, and for its romantic stone features. This year the 
new feature is a potting shed with tumbled-down roof, made 
by Redwood Stone, which will be smothered with ramblers and 
climbers, creating a focal point at the back of the display. The 
whole look will be old-fashioned and dreamy. 

“We've now won 27 Gold medals at Chelsea and last year 
we got the President’s Award,” says Ian, “but you can never, ever 
take it for granted that you'll get a Gold.” On the first day of the 
build, it’s always the same challenge for Ian. “You've got 1,000 roses 
and they've all got to face the right way. For me, it’s a matter of 
picking a rose and saying, yes, I know where that can go.” It may 
be a bit daunting for first-time exhibitors to hear Ian say that he 
reckons it takes new members of staff about eight years to get 
a real feel for the stand but then, he explains reassuringly, 
“suddenly something clicks and you feel confident”. 

Tan’s lack of nerves stems from his long experience of exhibiting 
and the teamwork involved. Chief among the long-serving members 
of the team is Michael Baldwin, who makes sure the plants are in top 
condition in time for the show. Last August, once Ian had drawn up 
the plan with the nursery’s head gardener, he selected the cultivars he 
wanted. In total, some 2,500 roses were potted up, including Chelsea 
favourites Rosa ‘Madame Boll’ (= ‘Comte de Chambord’), R. City of 
York (="Direkt6r Benschop’) and R. Macmillan Nurse (= ‘Beamac), 
and transferred to glasshouses in February under Michael's care. “He 
lives and breathes Chelsea, and if he has to open up the vents in the 
glasshouses at midnight, he'll be there. Getting the plants out in 
flower, with no blackspot or rust. It makes my job so much easier.” 
Plot GPFO91. Address Peter Beales Roses, London Road, Attleborough, 
Norwich, Norfolk NR17 1AY. Tel 01953 454707. Web peterbealeroses.com 
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Right perennials, right place 
Binny Plants 


When Billy Carruthers, owner of Scottish nursery Binny Plants, 
first exhibited at Chelsea in 2011, his stand was a showcase for 
peonies. “I've loved peonies since I was five years old,” he says, “and 
to be able to show them at Chelsea, to make people aware of all those 
wonderful peonies we grow, has been a bit of a career box tick” He 
eased himself into the pressures of doing a Chelsea exhibit by 
creating cut-flower displays for the first few years. “It can be difficult 
in Scotland to get plants ready in time for Chelsea as we are about 
two weeks behind, and as the judges are very picky, you have to be 
at the top of your game.” 

In 2020, Billy handed over the design and build of the stand to 
New Zealander Heath Urquhart, who worked part time at Binny 
Plants while he was a horticultural design student, and is now 
landscape manager at water feature specialist Water Gems. Heath 
wanted to put the spotlight on Binny’s collection of more than 1,200 
hardy herbaceous plants. “Most people don't realise that Binny’s has 
a wealth of amazing perennials.” He also wanted to bring a more 
designed look to the stand, which last year included a classical 


sculpture reflected in a pool, and won the nursery its first Gold medal. 


This year the stand will champion ‘right plant, right place’ 
growing. “We'll have running water and elements of charred 
wood that will make it look like a landscape that’s been damaged 
or ripped through by fire, and the plants are coming through and 
thriving because they are the right plants in the right place.” He 
is hoping to incorporate 13 different umbellifers, including 
less-familiar natives such as Ligusticum scothicum and Meum 
athamanticum, and the fragrant Rosa pimpinellifolia “Mary, 
Queen of Scots. A second Gold would be most welcome, but 
for both Billy and Heath, it’s the public’s response to the stand that 
really matters. “We've had people say, ‘I want to take a section and 
put it in my garden’ and I’ve even had one person say ‘I just want 
to go and sleep in it. That does it for me,” says Heath. 

Plot GPDO59. Address Binny Estate, Ecclesmachan Road, Uphall, 
West Lothian EH52 6NL. Tel 07753 626117. Web binnyplants.com 
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Sponsored by 


FARMER GRACY 


Inspirational irises 
Claire Austin Hardy Plants 


Claire Austin has only missed visiting Chelsea once since she first 
stepped on to the showgrounds in 1983 to help her father David 
Austin on his rose stand. She has since exhibited many times with 
her own nursery, which holds the National Collection of bearded 
irises, and this year, after an absence of seven years, she returns with 
two displays, one a celebration of her bearded irises and the other a 
collection of cottage-garden perennials grown in a relaxed way, just as 
shes perfected in her re-planted front garden at her Shropshire home. 

The cost of exhibiting is increasingly challenging for nurseries, 
and it is probably one of the main reasons the Great Pavilion has 
been looking disappointingly gappy in recent years. “It was such 
a shame to see so few nurseries at Chelsea last year,’ says Claire. 
“That really got to the core of me.” She also feels that bearded irises 
have been neglected in recent years. “They are a beautiful ‘wow’ 
plant, and the breeding of them over the past century has been 
phenomenal. I tend to specialise in the ones that come over from 
the USA. They’re three dimensional, in beautiful colours, and 
wonderful as focal points.” 

However, growing bearded irises for a show is, Claire explains, 
incredibly difficult, as they don't like being in pots for more than six 
months, and for Chelsea they need to be potted up the preceding 
August. Of the 800 or so plants she pots up, she may have to reject 
about two-thirds. The centrepiece of each display will be an urn filled 
with cut flowers culled from the nursery and from Claire's garden by 
local florist Emma Cox, which will allow Claire to showcase more 
varieties. In terms of winning Gold, Claire says she’s not really ‘show 
material, though she’s already bagged several. “I don't understand the 
tules, and the traditional way of showing plants.” Instead, she says, 

“T want visitors to get inspiration, to understand how to combine 
different leaves, different flower colours, different shapes, and for 
us to get plenty of orders.” 

Plot GPF092a, GPFO92b. Address White Hopton Farm, Wern 
Lane, Sarn, Newtown, Powys SY16 4EN. Tel 01868 670342. 
Web claireaustin-hardyplants.co.uk 


For a Garden Luxury water features, seating & 
Less Ordinary planters with quality tiles & flagstones. 


SHOWROOM AND GARDENS 
West Head Farm, Stow Bridge, King’s Lynn, PE34 3NJ 


01366 381069 foras.co.uk 
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CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW What to look out for 


Around the show 
at Chelsea 


Inspiration lies not just in the show gardens but 
also the stands and exhibits; here are some highlights 
from this year’s plants, products and installations 


@ David Harber stand design 

David Harber has partnered with US 
landscape design practice James Doyle 
Design Associates to create his stand at 
Chelsea. Alongside the launch of new 
sculpture, Florio, the stand will feature 
planting chosen to provide a backdrop of 
warm colours and textures to highlight 
the forms and patinas of the sculptures. 
@ V&A design collaboration 

Raj Tent Club is launching a new 
collection of tents, pergolas, deckchairs 
and sunshades at the Chelsea Flower 
Show, in collaboration with the Victoria 
and Albert Museum. Based on designs 
from the museum’s archives, two 
patterns — Chinoiserie and Clematis — 
decorate its latest offering. 

© New sweet peas revealed 

Grower Darren Everest will unveil two 
new sweet peas at the show this year. 
Both have frilled flowers in shades of 
pink. ‘Lizanne Davies’ has a soft blush 
colouring, whereas ‘Dawn Everest’ 
boasts a brighter hue. 

@ Going off-grid in the garden 
Alitex’s display aims to demonstrate 
the possibilities of self-sufficiency and 
off-grid gardening by showcasing solar 
technology, water-harvesting systems, 
bee bricks, bird boxes and home-grown 
vegetables. The Hidcote, one of two 
greenhouses on the stand, will be 
powered by solar panels on the 
adjacent potting shed. 

@ Short sunflower debut 

Helianthus ‘Desire Red’ is a new dwarf 
sunflower bred by Burpee Europe. It is 
the first compact, red cultivar suitable 
for sowing in beds and borders as well 
as containers. It will be on display in the 
South West in Bloom and Burpee Europe 
garden, titled Learning to Grow, Gather 
and Show, along with other new 
cultivars from Burpee. 

@ Sustainable fine dining 

There is no shortage of luxury dining 
experiences at Chelsea. The former 
head chef at Petersham Nurseries, 
Skye Gyngell, will be heading up Spring 
Garden, a new restaurant embodying the 
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farm-to-table ethos, and at the Ranelagh 
Restaurant you can enjoy a menu using 
ingredients sourced within 30 miles of 
the showground. 

@ Balancing act 

Stonebalancing artist Adrian Gray is 
returning to Chelsea to showcase two 
major sculptures. Using 290-million- 
year-old Cornish granite boulders, his 
balanced sculptures appear to be held 
together as if by a thread. 

© Beautiful bothy launches 

Dorset hut-maker Plankbridge has 
collaborated with the RHS to create 
the RHS Bothy, a modern take on the 
basic Victorian accommodation used 
by gardeners and estate workers. 
Featuring an ash writing desk inspired 
by BBC Gardeners’ World presenter 
Monty Don's potting bench and shelves 
stacked with gardening books, the 

hut will be relocated to the orchard at 
RHS Garden Wisley after the show. 

© Wearable wheatgrass 

In the Discovery Zone you will find the 
work of Zena Holloway (featured in our 
April issue). A number of her wearable 
pieces created from wheatgrass roots 
will be on display, alongside samples 
for visitors to handle. 

® Celebrating women in horticulture 
Now in its third year, the Balcony and 
Container Gardens category features 
all female-led design teams for 2023. 
Keep an eye out for The Platform Garden 
designed by duo Amelia Bouquet and 
Emilie Bausager (making their Chelsea 
debut), which will be re-homed at a 
London train station. Also look out for 

an installation around The Monument 
celebrating female horticultural pioneers, 
created by Pollyanna Wilkinson. 

@ Plastic-free wildflowers 

One of the shortlisted products for the 
RHS Chelsea Sustainable Product of the 
Year, Lindum Wildflower Turf is a balance 
of 27 wildflowers, herbs and perennials 
grown in a biodegradable felt base. The turf 
is 100 per cent plastic- and peat-free. All 
finalists will be on display and the winner 
will be announced at the show. 
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Our New Garden Tool Collection 
Beauttfull pack eQ garden tools 

Featuring, Nesigns From the V&A callectton 
ie \ 


rAh> 


The New 

Generation of 

British Bulldog Tools bred 
from over 240 years of 
Heritage, Craftsmanship 
& Manufacturing 
bloodlines. 


Ag MUN TONS ® Made by hand. Designed to last a lifetime. 


For catalogue requests and enquiries: 


TRADITIONAL. © 01285 706511 
PLANT SUPPORTS. © muntons.nct 
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RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show Preview 


SIENNA HOSTA 


SNEEBOER “oom SNREBOERS Tn 
After Gold medals at Chelsea ON Gs P : 


Sneeboer, founded in 1913, is 


in 2021 and 2022 we return this 
year with our biggest display yet! 
We are very excited to bring over 
300 different hosta varieties to 
the famous Great Pavilion and 
look forward to showing just 
how diverse hostas can be. 


nursery@siennahosta.co.uk 
siennahosta.co.uk 


BULBS.CO.UK 


Bulbs.co.uk is a mail order 

bulb company specialising in 
daffodils, our award-winning 
collection comprises of over 
450 varieties. We've exhibited at 
Chelsea for more than 35 years 
and have 29 Gold medals to our 
name - the first awarded in 1986. 
Come and visit us (GPD052) to 
discuss your garden and 

be inspired! 


info@bulbs.co.uk 
bulbs.co.uk 


ATLANTIC MATS LTD 


Made in the UK from recycled 
materials, Ocean Mats are 

a range of washable, long- 
lasting, high-quality doormats. 
Available in a range of designs 
and sizes, the dirt-trapping mats 
are made from recycled fishing 
nets and carpets that would 
otherwise end up in landfill. 
Also available is a range of 
handmade outdoor rope mats. 


01666 846351 
oceanmats.net 


internationally renowned for its 
highest quality, stainless-steel, 
hand-forged garden tools enjoyed 
by discerning gardeners. We offer 
a solution for every garden task 
and soil type. Visit our stand 
(PW203) to see and learn about 
our complete range of garden 
tools made in the Netherlands. 


sales@sneeboer.com 
sneeboer.co.uk 


HAMISH MACKIE 


British sculptor Hamish Mackie’s 
fluid approach to sculpting 
wildlife enables him to capture 
the very essence of life, making 
an inanimate object appear as 

if it might take flight or leap at 
any point. Mackie’s Oxfordshire 
studio is open by appointment. 
Chelsea Flower Show 2023 - 
Stand RHW/292. 


07971 028098 
hamishmackie.com 


ARCHITECTURAL 
HERITAGE 


The Forged Iron Garden Dining 
& Furniture Collection — inspired 
by 19th-century French originals 
- has been created with a long life 
outdoors in mind. Each hand- 
crafted piece is zinc-galvanised 

to protect against rust and then 
primed and painted to our 
standard white, or to a colour of 
your choice. Stand SR146. 


01386 584414 
architectural-heritage.co.uk 


A guide to the 2023 RHS Chelsea Flower Show exhibitors and inspiration for your visit 


TORC POTS 


Torc make everything from 

its studio in the British Isles 
creating beautiful pots and 
planters to enhance any outdoor 
(or indoor) space. Working 
alongside a talented team of 
artisans this family-run business 
really specialises in textures, 
scale and especially bespoke 
design. Its green credentials are 
pretty impressive too! 


01534 717104 
torcpots.com 


RUPERT TILL 


RHS Awarding winning wire 
sculptor Rupert Till will be 
exhibiting his latest sculptures 
at Chelsea. Pictured is one of 
his new sculptures ‘One Soul. 
Rupert’s studio and sculpture 
garden in the Cotswolds are 
open by appointment. 


rupert@ruperttill.com 
ruperttill.com 


DAHLIA BEACH 


Dahlia Beach is a Chelsea award- 
winning dahlia farm and dahlia 
tuber supplier, established in 
2020. We sell beautiful collections 
of dahlia tubers and cut flower 
seeds online, with videos on how 
to grow them. We also run flower 
arranging workshops from our 
stunning PYO dahlia farm in 
south Oxfordshire. 


(@)dahliabeach 
dahliabeach.co.uk 


MR FOX’S GARDEN 


From alittle acorn grows a mighty 
oak. This spring we're launching the 
first of many handcrafted, artist- 
designed, UK-made, hand tools 
(shortlisted for Chelsea product of 
the year 2023). Come and see us 

at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
(stand EAE533), where we will 
have the new tools and our already 
hugely popular range of garden art 
and plant supports. 


01803 612370 
mrfoxsgarden.com 


NATURAL SWIMMING 
POOLS LTD 


Natural Swimming Pools Ltd 
build pools that are 100 per 

cent free of chlorine or other 
chemicals. Each pool is bespoke 
and designed to fit with the site 
and client’s requirements. We 
can build informal natural pools 
with plants, through to pools 
without plants, which can be 
heated and covered. 


01359 251030 
naturalswimmingpools.com 


BACKDOORSHOES 


Our fantastic Backdoorshoes 
will put a spring in your step! 
They are lightweight, waterproof, 
durable and versatile. Perfect 
footwear to slip on and tend to 
the garden, walk the dog or even 
nip out to the garden office. We 
have over 30 fun designs to suit 
all! 15% Online discount for 
readers: GIFLOWER23. 


01202 232357 
backdoorshoes.co.uk 
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ONE YEAR GOOD GARDENING DIPLOMA 

September 2023 — beg July 2024 BOOKING NOW 

Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of horticultural 
techniques. Practical sessions held at Arundel Castle under the guidance of head gardener Martin 
Duncan and at Sandhill Farm House, Rogate. Lectures by many leading gardening personalities and 
regular visits to outstanding private gardens. Students also learn to draw up planting plans. 

(I day a week (Tues), 10.30am-3.1 5pm, over three terms) 


THE ESSENTIAL GARDEN DESIGN DIPLOMA 

January — March 2024 BOOKING NOW 

Based at the Chelsea Physic Garden and led by Rosemary Alexander and architect Catriona 
Rowbotham, the course is an overview of Garden Design, covering all the elements needed to rethink 
an average garden. Taking students step by step through site surveying, using the grid, horizontal and 
vertical features, garden layouts and planting plans, costing and specification, plus drawing tuition and 
homework on design and plant portfolios. Tutors are well respected in the industry and will guide 
students on how to succeed in this diverse profession. 

(2 days a week (Wed & Thu), !0.30am—3.1 5pm, plus 2 days homework) 


Garden of Medicinal Plants — Chelsea Physic Gardel Photo: R Alexander 


GARDENING FOR BEGINNERS 

Wednesday & Thursday 19, 20, 26, 27 April 2023 

One of our most popular courses, led by master horticulturist Ben Pope, which aims to take each 
student through all the practical elements of caring for a garden from soil, tools, maintenance, seed 
sowing and propagating, weed control and pests and diseases. The first 3 days will be spent with 
lectures at the Chelsea Physic Garden and the final day will be spent gaining practical experience in 
Rosemary Alexander’s much praised garden near Petersfield and another private garden nearby, where 
Ben is in charge. Participants will be given a chance to prune, plant, sow seeds and regular maintenance 
tasks will be discussed. A light lunch and refreshments will be provided daily. 


GARDEN DESIGN & CARING FOR YOUR GARDEN 

Distance Learning Courses study anytime, anywhere in the world 

A stepping stone to a new career. These two correspondence courses are a step by step guide to either 
designing your own garden or learning how to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, 
hard landscaping, site analysis, planting, month by month tasks etc. Taught through a comprehensive course 
book, with projects submitted to us. (/-3 years to complete and individual assessment) 


Long established as the leader in all design 
and gardening tuition and based at the 
unique and historic Chelsea Physic Garden 


= ‘ 


Handmade.ganilam, forizontal.and vericatae @/ Fels 
+ 


+441 87. 540); 7. ww w.bordersundial&go.uk 


)GRAPH JOANNA KOSSAK; DESIGN PIET OUDOLF 


WORDS MOLLY BLAIR, PHOTC 


DESI 


News, garden design insight and sourcebook 


Perennial paradise on the ground 
The borders leading down to RHS Garden Wisley’s iconic glasshouses 
are to receive a makeover by their original designer, Piet Oudolf. Having 
created the borders more than 20 years ago, the internationally 


renowned Dutch designer will redevelop the area to create a beautiful 
landscape that also reflects our changing climate. At just under two 


acres, the renamed Oudolf Landscape will be one of the largest 
examples of the designer's work in the UK and will feature more than 
triple the number of different perennials currently on display. Work is 
due to start this autumn with the new landscape planned to open to 
the public in summer 2024. rhs.org.uk/oudolflandscape 
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DESIGN INSIGHT 


A WIDER 
VISION 


Landscape designer Chris Beardshaw has 
created a fresh garden and landscape on 
a hilly and neglected site in the Cotswolds 


WORDS VERONICA PEERLESS 
PHOTOGRAPHS JOHN CAMPBELL 


The brief 


The owners of this new build in the Cotswolds knew that once their 
home — an unusual modern house built into a hillside, much of it 
underground — was designed, they would ask Chris Beardshaw 

to design the garden. Initially, Chris was approached to create a 
cottage-style garden in the immediate area around the house (the 
size of which was set by planning conditions), incorporating some 
loose-style planting, a dining area and edibles. But the project then 
evolved to take in the wider 12-acre site. 

Previously farmland and orchards, and in an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, the site was home to intact ridge 
and furrow (traces of the ancient ploughing system), two patches 
of neglected woodland, a stream, meadows and a long, straight, 
precipitous track to a derelict cottage and farm buildings. It 
soon became obvious that the garden would need to flow into 
the surrounding landscape. Chris ended up also dealing with the 
trees, hedgerows, meadows, the approach to the house, parking 
and boundaries, the farm buildings, and routes around the site. 


The design 


“We were able to look at what the site was demanding,” says Chris. 
“The solutions almost presented themselves, and | ended up 
subtly choreographing. No corner of the site was left undisturbed 
in terms of how we could improve it, or work on what was there. 
The clients would spark ideas, and I'd make suggestions. | honestly 
can't remember them saying no to anything.” 

Thankfully, Chris was able to begin working at the same time 
as the architect, over a period of three years. “When clients have 
a big vision and engage an architect and landscape architect at 
the same point, you're able to maximise the potential of both the 
site and the building. The result looks as if the contours have been 
plucked and readjusted, rather than the building imposing itself 
on the landscape. Visitors struggle to believe that what is in the 
wider landscape wasn't already there.” 


Turn the page for Chris's design ideas [> 


Left The house is dug into the ground to a depth of six or seven 
metres, with two retaining walls that branch out into the landscape. 
The area of the domestic garden was set by local planners, but 
Chris ended up working on the entire 12-acre site. 
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Essential 
elements 


1 Domestic garden 

2 Fernery 

3 Upper orchard 

4 Herb terrace 

5 Inner courtyard 

6 Outer courtyard 

7 Lower orchard 

8 To the woodland 
and lakes 

9 Royal meadows 


STONE WALL 

The domestic garden by the house is 
surrounded by a low wall — a planning 
requirement in order to differentiate 
between the domestic space and wider 
agricultural landscape. “We adjusted the 
ground levels so that the wall was as low 
as possible,” explains Chris. The wall, 
made of dry-stone risers with a cut-stone 
top, cannot be seen from within the main 
garden. “It was really important that the 
garden progresses out in a seamless way.” 


WATER FEATURE 

At the top of the main border, the paving 
dips into a sunken water feature. It drops 
straight in, cut on a 45-degree miter with 


no cope. It has three adjustable fountains, 


which create a gentle sound. The 
porcelain paving on the terrace echoes 
that used inside the house, with tiles in 
the same orientation and size, so there is 
a seamless transition between the two. 
“The quality is so good, you can barely 
tell stone and porcelain apart.” 


COURTYARD AREAS 

The outer courtyard is used for parking, 
while the inner courtyard is secluded, and 
surrounded by Betula and Corylus, 
underplanted with perennials such 

as Alchemilla mollis, Geranium Patricia 
(='Brempat’) and Hydrangea arborescens, 
plus fragrant Sarcococca hookeriana and 
Lonicera fragrantissima. This is the only 
place where a more modern material is 
used: permeable resin-bound gravel, 

with a simple steel edge. 


The domestic garden 


Much of the house is glazed, with sweeping views to the south 
and southwest, but Chris did not want to guide the eyes to a 
‘principal’ view. “We decided to play with the idea of the two 
planting beds, which are enormous in proportion to the path, 
so that it almost becomes too narrow to walk down, and you 
feel like you're stepping into the floral borders.” 

The borders feature around 10m x 20m of relaxed, informal, 
herbaceous planting, punctuated by shrubs and around 15 multi- 
stemmed trees, all chosen to give a long season of interest. “The 
plants are straightforward stock, but resilient. You don't want to give 
a first-time gardener a prima donna of a plant or a disappointment. 
My own garden is at a similar altitude, so | was able to play with 
plants that thrive in my garden.’ The drifts (rather than blocks) of 
planting cleverly reflect the original contours of the site. 

The perennials used include Penstemon ‘Blackbird’ Lavandula 
x intermedia ‘Grosso’ Salvia nemorosa ‘Caradonna’, Anemone x 
hybrida ‘Andrea Atkinson’ Euphorbia characias subsp. wulfenii, 
Foeniculum vulgare ‘Purpureum’ Betonica officinalis ‘Hummelo’, 
Stipa gigantea, Alchemilla mollis, Nepeta racemosa ‘Walker's 
Low’ Geranium Patricia (=‘Brempat’), Astrantia major subsp. 
involucrata ‘Shaggy’ and Sisyrinchium striatum. The trees and 
shrubs in the garden connect to the landscape and play with 
perspective — cultivated forms such as Malus ‘Evereste’ and Pyrus 
calleryana ‘Chanticleer’ echo their larger, wilder cousins in the 
distance. “There's a sense that the landscape is sweeping in.” 

The clients wanted a small lawn just to spill out on to, so there 
is a lawn opposite the study. Alongside is an area for entertaining, 
with an outdoor kitchen, barbecue and dining space. 


DESIGN INSIGHT 


The domestic garden 


Orchards 


The clients wanted to grow fruit, and part of the land had previously 
been an orchard, so Chris saw this as an opportunity to replant 
historic and local fruit trees. In the lower orchard, they are grafted 
on to relatively small rootstocks to allow them to sit quite close to 
each other. Some of the spoil from the build was used to make a 
spiral mount, traditionally built in the corners of orchards. “Ladies 

in elegant dresses would ascend a spiral path, stand on the top on 

a bed of herbs and look out from the elevated position.” In the upper 
orchard, the tree mix is more informal. “We bought apples that were 
being grubbed up from old orchards and managed to get some 

hat had been wonderfully distorted and contorted from pruning. 
There's also a collection of ‘drupes'’ in this part of the garden — in 
hese parts, you see greengages and damsons used as hedgerow 
plants as they're so good on clay soil.” This area is also home to 

he clients’ beehives. 


Woodland 


There were two areas of dense woodland already on the property: 
an entire bank at the bottom of the site and another parcel below 
the house. In the latter, everything was on a perfect grid. “There 
were too many exotics and many of the trees were etiolated, dead 
or dying. But we wanted to keep that belt of woodland so that 

as you come up the drive, the house presents itself to you in an 
elegant way.” Chris salvaged what he could and removed about 
500 struggling trees; he then added the same number of native 
trees around the wider landscape, including beech, oak, downy 
and silver birch, crab apple and field maple. “When you start to 
work on old sites, you often reveal old vegetation. A collection of [> 
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[> majestic trees marked an original field boundary and in thinning 
out the existing woodland, they became main players.” Chris made 
a clearing through the woodland, so that views were opened up, 
and added bluebells, wild garlic and other woodland plants. He also 
rejuvenated, relaid or reinstated hedges throughout the site, again 
using natives such as hawthorn, guelder rose, holly, hazel, elder, 
dogwood, blackthorn and wayfaring tree. 


Fernery 


The clients wanted a sense that the woodland was integrated into 
the garden. Chris underplanted the trees near the dining terrace 
with ferns and woodland plants. “The clients can walk out of the 
house on to sunny terraces or into the shade of the fernery and 
revitalised woodland in just a few steps.” 


Meadows 


The orchard areas are underplanted with perennial meadow mixes. 
In the lower orchard, Chris researched the species that would have 
been on the site 100 years ago. The area is maintained by sheep 
grazing. “The idea was to create a landscape, then manage it in 

a traditional way.” The lower orchard transitions into the upper 
royal meadow, so called as it is planted with the Royal Meadows 
Highgrove Mixture (available from Chiltern Seeds and Emorsgate 
Seeds). “Highgrove has similar conditions to here — wet in spring, 
and deep clay.’ The species in the mix are native and characteristic 
of the Cotswolds, and include common knapweed, cat's ear, ox-eye 
daisy, fairy flax, selfheal, meadow and bulbous buttercup, yellow 
rattle, common sorrel, small scabious and wild red clover. Some of 
this meadow lies over the underground part of the house, growing 
in a soil depth of 20cm, and runs up to a terrace with skylights. 


Lake and dew pond 


The house is cut into the hillside, resulting in thousands of 
tonnes of spoil. It was used to create a dew pond and lake at 
the bottom of the site. “We were able to raise the body of the 
meadow by 1.5m to 2m, to create a lake that is about 1.5m at 
its deepest point. Surface water from the house is harnessed 
and gathered, and what we couldn't tank and use for irrigation 
flows into the dew pond. Then the dew pond overflows and 
feeds into the main lake.” The dew pond and lake are planted 
with native aquatics and marginals, and trees that love wet soil, 
such as black poplar and willow. The water has the advantage 
of adding to the sense of arrival at the house. Mist often settles 
atmospherically in this part of the valley. 


Routes around the site 


Chris realigned the approach to the site to make it more 
circuitous, playing with the contours of the land, to showcase 
the house. “| wanted to encourage the owners out into the 
landscape and to drift effortlessly. | also wanted them to have 
the opportunity to look back at the house — when you have 
a house like this, you don't want to just look out of it. 
| wanted it to be celebrated from within the space. 

“There are lots of mown pathways and routes to the 
highest points, where 360-degree views can be enjoyed,” 
he adds. “All the routes are interlinked and intertwined 
so that they could walk the site every day and never walk 
the same path twice.” o 


Find out more about Chris's work at chrisbeardshaw.com 


DESIGN INSIGHT 
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01386 750585 


sales@readyhedge.com 


matthew@readyhedge.com 
Our instant hedging is grown, irrigated, fed and trimmed by 
experts at every stage, to give you a perfect hedge every time. 
Variety shown: Taxus baccata (English Yew) 


www.readyhedge.com 


GARDEN 
MASTERCLASS 


Curated by garden designer Annie Guilfoyle and horticulturalist Noel Kingsbury, Garden Masterclass is a unique education 
portal for garden and landscape people. Live events this summer include an inspirational two-day conference in partnership 
with Chatsworth ‘Growth and Change — managing a dynamic garden and landscape into the future’ 

Speakers include Tom Stuart-Smith, James Hitchmough, Richard Scott, Katy Merrington and many more. 


1 P . 


Many more events both live and online go to 


SUPPORTED BY 


ay 
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GREENHOUSES AND CONSERVATORIES 


or email gardenmasterclass@gmail.com 


DESIGN SOURCEBOOK 


Bistro sets 


Find neat seating for small spaces with these table and chair combos 


COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR 


—_ 


CLASSIC FRENCH MODERN TAKE STATEMENT PIECE 
Rive Droite Small Bistro Set, forest green, Cuba Garden Bistro Set, grey weave, Janti Table Set and 2 Folding Chairs, 
£160, Garden Trading, £225, Barker and Stonehouse, mustard, £259.95, Sklum, 


0333 010 2353, barkerandstonehouse.co.uk 020 3769 2694, sklum.com/uk 


COSY CORNER RECYCLED OCEAN PLASTIC ELEGANT 
Grey Rope Bistro Set, DuraOcean Nassau Bistro Set, Tulip Metal Bistro Set, antique bronze, 
£699, Crocus, £349, Eden Project Shop, £229.95, Lazy Susan, 
01344 578000, crocus.co.uk 01726 818891, edenproject.com/shop 01243 684489, lazysusanfurniture.co.uk 


Discover a wider 
range of bistro 

sets by scanning 
this QR code 

with your phone 
camera, or visit 
gardensillustrated. 
com/bistrosets 


WEATHERPROOF LIGHTWEIGHT GOTHIC DESIGN 
Menos by Kettler Cassis 2-Seater Table | Churchgate 2-Seater Metal Bistro Set, Oxford Two Seater Bistro Set, 
& Chairs Set, £629, John Lewis, ivory, £89, Dunelm, £453 (includes cushions), Foras, 
0345 610 0337, johnlewis.co.uk dunelm.com 01366 381069, foras.co.uk 
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WHITE WHITECOTTAGE.CO.UK 
COTTAGE , 01270 753826 
GREENHOUSES —~— 


Made in England 
using traditional 
methods and 
quality materials 


tite Al accoya C3 
“Signature” Deco 6 Freestanding Greenhouse 2 : : SRPSIN Approved manufacturer 


LH 


jie 2 ele e = 
~~ ‘Luxury. BritishDesiot, == 


; Unmistakably Si 


The only bespoke swing and bench maker endorsed by the RHS ) @ SITTING S PIRITUALLY 
sittingspiritually.co.uk 01297 443084 3 — Of Lyme Regis — 


® The Royal Horticultural Society. The Royal Horticultural Society, and its logo, are trade marks of The Royal Horticultural Society (Registered Charity Ne 38262) and used under licence from RHS Enterprises Limited. 


DOW NTOOLS 


Book reviews, the crossword and Alice Vincent 


Consider more unusual houseplants, 

such as Alocasia sanderiana, and learn how to help 
them thrive in Tony Le-Britton's informative guide 
Not Another Jungle, reviewed on page 121. 


DOWNTOOLS BOOK REVIEWS 


Isabella Tree & Charlie Burr 


A Practical Guide 
to Rewilding 
Big and Small 


THE BOOK OF WILDING: 

A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO 
REWILDING, BIG AND SMALL 
by Isabella Tree and 

Charlie Burrell 


Bloomsbury Publishing, £35 
ISBN 978-1526659293 


From the masters of rewilding, a detailed look 


at creating wilder landscapes for all species for 


a healthier, more resilient environment. 


Reviewer Alys Fowler is a gardener and garden writer. 


This is a great tome of a book 
and certainly the one you'd 
reach for it you were minded to 
rewild some land. It is rooted in 
the practical experience of Tree 
and Burrell’s Knepp Estate in 
West Sussex, but rather than 
being just a ‘how to’ manual, it is 
a deep philosophical dive into 
what rewilding is, where it can 
be used and how to negotiate 
the complex terrain of creating 
landscapes where humans and 
more-than-humans can find 
some sort of parity. 

At the heart of this 
philosophy is a dynamic 
landscape where biodiversity 
flourishes. For larger spaces 
this dynamism is brought about 
by large herbivores, such as 
cattle and horses, that work 
as ecosystem engineers, 
pruning, uprooting and shifting 
the landscape to kindle new 
habitats. There are chapters on 
animals, water and plants, as 
well as an exploration of where 
we fit in, and a section on 
practical considerations such 
as funding and planning. 

Landscapes range from large 
estates via the cityscape to the 
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back garden, with the authors 
keen to stress that rewilding is 
for everyone. In truth, in terms 
of rewilding a domestic garden 
there's not much here that 
isn’t covered in many other 
gardening books that focus on 
wildlife. What is different is the 
discussion around the notion 
of dynamism. Too much of 
gardening is static, but here you 
are encouraged to embrace 
change. Humans are the 
keystone species in gardens, but 
under rewilding you are asked 
to think like a beaver, select 
plants for wasps as much as 
bees, add lumps and bumps to 
your lawn and leave fallen trees 
to rot naturally. The book also 
tackles difficult subjects such as 
the effect of domestic cats on 
our wildlife. I was saddened, 
however, that nowhere does it 
address environmental justice. 
Rewilding projects remain 
largely for the landed. I'm glad 
that places such as Knepp exist 
because they are changing the 
hearts and minds of those who 
own vast tracts of our land, but 
I will be even gladder when 
that power is rewilded too. 
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PEONFES”™ 


m4 Altec White 


VO 


Péimrose Hall 


ALOVE AFFAIR 
WITH PEONIES 
by Alec White 


Bird Eye Books, £30 
ISBN 978-1913733957 


Borne of a life-long passion for peonies, this lively 


account explores their foibles, revels in their glories 


and leaves the reader itching to get growing. 


Reviewer Naomi Slade is an author and garden writer. 


Part monograph and part 
autobiography, this handsome 
book makes for an entertaining 
read. Mesmerised by peonies 
as a teenager, Alec White came 
full circle to run a commercial 
nursery called Primrose Hall 
Peonies. With an RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show Gold medal 
under his belt, his new book is 
an accessible introduction to 
his plant of choice. 

Building a compelling 
argument in favour of peonies, 
with the sort of precision that 
youd expect from an ex-lawyer 
who has found his true calling, 
enthusiasm beams from every 
page, as peonies are revealed in 
all their glory. 

They are plants that can give 
us a sequence of flowers from 
April until July, with the right 
choice of early, mid- and 
late-season varieties, and 
which have interesting leaves 
and autumn colour, too. The 
blooms themselves are lauded. 
for their powerful garden 
presence, as well as for their 
grace and fragrance, and White 
is nothing if not practical in his 
appreciation of peonies that are 


resilient in the face of children, 
dogs and footballs. 

Cultivation information is 
presented in a simple, digestible 
manner that gives a sense 
of being coached in the 
understanding of the plants; 
myths are busted and the 
various types of peonies and 
their flower forms explained. 
White touches on the global 
context of the plant, together 
with its history, cultural 
significance, and its role 
in art and mythology. 

Well illustrated with 
a textured mix of practical 
shots, lovely portrait images, 
galleries and even reportage, 
the flowers are naturally the 
stars, but usefully for gardeners, 
the plants are also shown in all 
stages of growth, and there is 
a fascinating insight into 
a working nursery. 

The result is a charming, 
informative and interesting 
book. For experienced 
gardeners, it will broaden 
horizons and inspire a burning 
need to acquire more peonies, 
while for budding enthusiasts 
it is essential reading. 


-_ Enjoy Britain’s : 
finest collection_ [7 
—of gardens in 
this outstanding_ 
guide 


__ Available wherever books 
~~ are sold, and online at 
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Chelsea Physic Garden 


Celebrating 350 years 
Open Sunday - Friday 


Garden Antiques 


www.]jsgardens.co.uk 
01905 381679 / 07930 576881 


ears of plant science Chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk 


Balance Carts 


—— 


Trolleys®~ 
ae: ? 


GARDEN TRAILERS & GRASS CARE 


SCH manufacture a vast selection of robust trailers, carts and 
grass care systems, all sized specifically for gardens. 


aa ni Contact us today for a FREE brochure 


ly 
: | I featuring over 200 British products, or 


at. visit our website to find out more. 


Arthur Jack 
& Co. 


GALVANISED STEEL 


s 
@ 
‘ 


Garden Planters | Obelisks 
Water Butts | Window Boxes | Water Features 


www.artharjack.co.ak 
01905 778351 | sales@arthurjack.co.uk 


Est. 1980 


PLANT SUPPORTS 
€F Garden Artefacts 


Made in England 
Beautiful designs for perennials, roses, shrubs & climbers 


www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 
Tel. 01773 550495 


CLAVERTON CLOCHES 


MAKERS OF EXQUISITE CAST-IRON CLOCHES 


clavertoncloches.com +44 (0)7521 46737) 


\\GOMPREHENSIVE 
CARE FOR 
EXTRAORDINARY 
sah. HOUSEPLANTS 


Tgny Le-Britton 
\ 


NOT ANOTHER JUNGLE: 
COMPREHENSIVE CARE 
FOR EXTRAORDINARY 
HOUSEPLANTS 

by Tony Le-Britton 


Dorling Kindersley, £16.99 
ISBN 978-0241572351 


A practical and thought-provoking guide for 


houseplant enthusiasts, especially those who 


have an eye for the rare and unusual. 


Reviewer Sarah Gerrard-Jones is an author who rescues ailing houseplants. 


Thigmomorphogenesis, 
thermogenesis and 
phototropism may not be words 
one immediately associates with 
houseplants, but Tony Le- 
Britton wants to change that. 
Nine chapters explore the 
essentials of houseplant care 
including, light, water, humidity 
and propagation, interspersed 
with scientific definitions and 
explanations of plant behaviour. 
If science wasn't your 
strong point at school, fear 
not; the information is clear and 
digestible, inspiring a deeper 
appreciation of the plant world 
and promising greater growing 
success. When deciding where 
to position a plant, Le-Britton 
suggests using inverse square 
law or a light meter to establish 
light intensity accurately, 
perhaps making this less of a 
beginner's foray into the world 
of houseplants and more of a 
guide for the committed grower. 
Notably, the plants here aren't 
run of the mill; Masdevallia 
coccinea, Corybas caudatus and 
Begonia darthvaderiana x 
malachosticta are unlikely to be 
found in your local garden 


centre, but, if you're lucky 
enough to own some of these 
desirable plants, specific 
information on growing 
conditions is provided for 
each. That said, general 

care advice featured in each 
chapter can be utilised for more 
common houseplants to help 
them reach their full potential. 
There is also a helpful chapter 
on propagation. 

The complex and devastating 
issue of plant poaching is 
considered in the final chapter, 
which explores the history of 
plant exploration, and offers 
suggestions on how we can 
preserve endangered habitats 
and plants from them for future 
generations. One way of doing 
this, says the author, is through 
the sharing and propagation of 
botanical collections. 

Photographer Jason Ingram’s 
beautiful imagery combined 
with Le-Britton’s visual eye 
makes for an aesthetically 
pleasing book, useful for those 
with some prior knowledge of 
houseplant care and a desire to 
learn more about rare and 
unusual specimens. 


DOWNTOOLS BOOK REVIEWS 


Other new offerings this month will help you solve gardening 
problems, see trees with fresh eyes or discover new gardens. 


GARDENS 
> GE THE: - 
NATIONAL 


The 
Garden 
Problem 

Solver 


HOWTO 
READ A TREE 


Clues & Patterns 


trom Roots to leave: 


GARDENS OF THE 

NATIONAL TRUST 

by Stephen Lacey 

National Trust Books, £25 

ISBN 978-1911657125 

Fourth edition of this definitive guide, 
with new entries, and details of 
redevelopments and new projects. 


THE SEASONED GARDENER 

by Liz Zorab 

Permanent Publications, £20 

ISBN 978-1856232647 

Unlike many gardening books that 
run from January to December, this 
guide by self-sufficiency practitioner 
Liz Zorab starts in the autumn when 
harvesting is at its peak. 


THE GARDEN PROBLEM SOLVER 
Foreword by Adam Frost 

BBC Books, £16.99 

ISBN 978-1785948220 

An accessible, year-round 
troubleshooting guide to the most 
common gardening mistakes and 
problems, from the expert team at 
BBC Gardeners’ World. 


PLANTING WITH NATURE 

by Kirsty Wilson 

Birlinn, £14.99 

ISBN 978-1780278049 

The garden manager at the Royal 
Botanic Garden Edinburgh on 

how to reimagine our gardens to 
support wildlife, improve our health 
and help tackle the climate crisis. 


HOW TO READ A TREE 

by Tristan Gooley 

Sceptre, £22 

ISBN 978-1529339598 

Discover the signs trees are 

giving you about their past and 
learn skills that can be applied 
every time you pass a tree, whether 
in atown or in a wilder spot. 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


| DUNVEGAN CASTLE & GARDENS 

_ Dunvegan Castle’s five acres of formal gardens are a hidden oasis, starkly 
contrasting Skye’s barren moorland. Featuring an eclectic mix of plants, you'll 
discover woodland glades, shimmering pools, cascading waterfalls, and burns 


flowing to the sea. Also voted RHS Partner Garden of the Year regional winner, 2022. 


Dunvegan, Isle of Skye 1V55 8WE | 01470 521206 | info@dunvegancastle.com 
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BORDE HILL 

Celebrate 130 years of planting excellence at this Grade I] nationally 
important garden. Tranquil and picturesque, Borde Hill has been planted with 
passion by five generations of the Stephenson Clarke family. With rare and fine 
magnolias, rhododendrons, rose & herbaceous borders and champion trees. 


Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1XP | 01444 450326 | bordehill.co.uk 


BLUEBELL ARBORETUM & NURSERY 

Visit our tranquil, nine-acre, woodland garden full of unusual trees and 
shrubs, many of which have been planted for their superb spring colour. Many 
of the rarities on display are available for sale from our adjoining specialist 


plant nursery. RHS Partner Garden. 
Smisby, South Derbyshire LE65 2TA | 01530 413700 | bluebellnursery.com 


WATERPERRY GARDENS 

Eight acres of spectacular ornamental gardens with a fascinating history 
and one of the country’s finest herbaceous borders — blooming with lupins and 
alliums at this time of year. There is a quality Plant Centre, Garden Shop, Gift 
Barn, Gallery, Rural Life Museum and Teashop onsite. 
Nr Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1LA | 01844 339226 | waterperrygardens.co.uk 


PICTON CASTLE GARDENS 
Beautiful RHS partner gardens surround this 13th-century castle in the 
heart of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park. With year-round interest and 
many features to explore, the gardens have something for everyone. Highlights 
include the historic walled garden, fernery and secluded dew pond. 


Pembrokeshire SA62 4AS | info@pictoncastle.co.uk | pictoncastle.co.uk 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


Join Gardens Illustrated for the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2023 


With show gardens from Cleve West, Tom Massey, Sarah Price and Chris 
Beardshaw, Chelsea 2023 is gearing up to be another great show 
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Sign up now to Gardens Illustrated's daily digest Chelsea newsletter, so you'll get all the news, opinion, 
features, designer insights, trends and more, every day of the show, straight to your inbox. 
We'll bring you all of our dedicated Chelsea Hower Show 2023 coverage direct, including exclusive new 
episodes of our Talking Gardens podcast with this year’s top show garden designers. 


Se rerd e 
40] Sign up to our Chelsea newsletter 
. by scanning this QR code with your 
phone camera or go to gardensillustrated.com/ 
chelsea/chelsea-newsletter 


Stay up to date with all things Chelsea by heading to our hub page: 
gardensillustrated.com/chelsea-flower-show 


GARDENS HOW IT WORKS 


ILLUSTRATED Browse 
Take a look at some of our latest 


fantastic offers, covering gardening, 
lifestyle, travel, food and drink, and more. 


Redeem 

Follow the link provided in each 
offer and apply the offer code when 
placing your order. 


Looking to treat yourself this spring? Check out Find even more 


Go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 


the latest offers from Gardens Illustrated Reader ___totinathe tullrange of discounts, deals 
Rewards scheme, with more to discover online 


and competitions available to you. 


Create \cademy 


FRESH SKILLS FOR SPRING WITH 20% OFF CREATE ACADEMY COURSES 


Learn new skills this spring with Create Academy's Partridge, photograph your garden like a pro with 
beautiful online video courses that give Jason Ingram, and much more. Whether you're 
unprecedented access to the expertise of today’s considering retraining, seeking inspiration or looking 
leading figures in gardening, food and home. With for a gift they won't forget, Create Academy has a 
lifetime access and no fixed start date, you can course for you — all of which are available to Gardens 
learn whenever and wherever you want. Discover Illustrated readers with 20% off. 

the art of planting design with Dan Pearson, grow 

beautiful cut flower with The Land Gardeners, Use code GARDENS20 at createacademy.com 
learn how to arrange everlasting flowers with Bex to claim your 20% discount. 


To browse our full selection of offers, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
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GET A FREE WINE 
ACCESSORIES BUNDLE 
Hattingley Valley specialises 

in premium, award-winning 
sparkling and still English wines, 
using grapes grown on-site and 
from vineyards across the south 
of England. Hattingley wines 
take a minimum of 18 months 

to mature and develop, ensuring 
delicious flavours that showcase 
English wine's versatility. Soend 
£120 on wine, and you'll receive a 
luxury Hattingley Valley accessory 
set worth £35. This includes a 
wine cooler, waiter’s friend and 


oe = * wine stopper. 


Scan here to go 
ia a to the website Visit hattingleyvalley.com/ and 


use code GIGIFT at checkout. 


SAVE UP TO 20% ON 
SAILINGS TO THE ISLE OF 
WIGHT WITH WIGHTLINK 
Spring is a beautiful time to visit the Isle 
of Wight, and you can get there for less 
with this great discount from Wightlink. 
As a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, 

the island is home to thousands of 
plants, trees and animals, all coexisting 
harmoniously with the people living there. 
You'll find 60 miles of beaches, 200 miles 
of cycle paths and 500 miles of footpaths 
to explore. Soak up some culture, too, 
with a visit to one of the island’s many 
historical landmarks, including Queen 
Victoria’s holiday home, Osborne, a 
rocket-testing site and, of course, the 
famous chalk stacks and lighthouse, The 
Needles. Add to that the island's very own 
Mediterranean microclimate, and you've 
got the perfect place for a sunny break 
this year. 


Head to gardensillustrated.com/ 
offers/travel-with-wightlink-and- 
save to book your discounted ferry 
travel with Wightlink. You can save 
15% on car tickets and 20% on foot 
passenger tickets. 


is 


WIGHTLINK 


ISLE OF WIGHT FERRIES =~ 


To browse our full selection of offers, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
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BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT 
VERSION 


GARDENS | GAR¥ENS 


You can buy printed = = 
issues of the magazine ag OW Ss 
published up to six se 
issues ago at _ 
buysubscriptions.com : 

or see below 


for details. 


DIGITAL 
VERSION 


Save money 
when you 
subscribe to 
the digital 
edition — 
see page 22 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.99 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 
discounts available — see below for details. 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 


+44 1604 973722 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete this form and send to: Gardens Illustrated, Back Issues, PO Box 
3320, 3 Queensbridge, Northampton NN4 7BF (You may photocopy this form). 


SINGLE ISSUES 


copy/copies of issue(s), 


NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
CIUK - £6.49 per copy 
LJEU- £749 per copy 
Rest of world — £8.49 per copy 


03330 162114 


| would like to order 


SUBSCRIBERS 

UK - £5.29 per copy 

EU - £5.99 per copy 

Rest of world — £6.99 per copy 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
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UK- £8.49 each [UK - £9.99 each 

EU- £9.45 each MEU - £10.50 each 

Rest of world - £10.80 each ORest of world - £12 each 
Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


oo00 


PAYMENT DETAILS 


U1 enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 


Our Media Ltd for & 
U1! would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 
Visa L) Mastercard (J 


SEE BEES BES Bee 
Expiry date LJTOIU Issue no. (if shown) LIL] 
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KEEP IN TOUCH 


Gardens Illustrated (published by Our Media Limited) would like to send you updates, special offers 
and promotions by email. You can unsubscribe at any time. 
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ACROSS DOWN 

1 See 26 down 2 Flat-topped inflorescence like the 
4 Common name for Philadelphus flowerhead of sea holly (5) 

shrub (4,6) 3/25 across Bi-coloured red/white 


9 Genus of plants in mallow family, 
with nodding bell/bowl-shaped 
flowers — nil about to change (8) 

10 A heavy-cropping, flavoursome 
broad bean — heavenly sight (6) 

11 Iris you might wave? (4) 

13 Silver leaf disease gives eg a plum 


Salvia x jamensis — from his plot 
possibly (3,4) 

4 Genus of lemon balm herb included 
in Hamamelis, say (7) 

5 Reckons, perhaps, they're fruits of 
Aesculus hippocastanum (7) 

6 Royal fern genus - arranged as 


tree's leaves a silvery ____ (5) mound (7) 
14 Mien __, renowned Dutch garden _7 Large family of plants including 
designer: yours, possibly, lacks Michaelmas daisy (5) 


nothing (4) 8 One common name of 

15 Indicates ... insect-attracting spots Clerodendrum splendens - greyer lot, 
of colour on an iris’s falls (7) maybe (5,4) 

16 Hydrangea __, rough-leaved 12 Small relatives of plums - and good 
lacecap — some gasp “er, amazing!” (6) _ sort of sage! (5) 

18 Term for exotic-looking fringed 15 Late-flowering tulip species - 
tulips - right inside aspic, oddly (6) transforming ere spring (9) 

20 The handkerchiefor__ 17 Part of a flower’s corolla (5) 
Davidia involucrata (4,4) 19 Rare old tulip cultivar with gold/ 
22 An ancient Peruvian ... series of brown petals - damaged on a slab (7) 
African marigolds (4) 20 Eg applies manure (7) 

24 That of eg Pineapple lily is 21 Androsace ___, shaggy rock 
attractive to flies (5) jasmine — could make Slav oil (7) 


25 See 3 down 23 A paperwhite narcissus - and 
27 Like the above ground roots of Shakespearean sprite (5) 
Hedera helix (6) 26/1 across Common name of 


28 Common name for Pyrus nivalis 
tree - was prone to change (4,4) 

30 Genus of tropical epiphyte or air 
plants - roughly laid in last (10) 

31 Herb similar to parsley (4) 


Exochorda — strangely pale shrub (5,4) 
29 Poppy seed container (3) 


* Solutions to this issue’s crossword will be printed in the June issue 


SOLUTIONS TO APRIL CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 7 Narcissus 9 Rosie 11 Aquatic 12 Ostrich 13 Green 15 Earth 17 Nil 
18 Lupinus 21 Trailer 22 Cep 23 Award 25 Yucca 27 Invicta 29 Nerines 

32 Egret 33 Eucryphia. 

DOWN 1 Anya 2 Grouse 3 Mint 4 Psyche 5 Grit 6 Cephalaria 8 Spoirot 

10 Spignel 13 Galactites 14 Ninja 16 Hoary 19 Papaver 20 Seakale 24 Danica 
26 Concha 28 Cuts 30 Rays 31 Snap. 


A GARDENS ILLUSTRATED GUIDE 


TRANSFORM 
YOUR GARDEN 


An expert guide to garden design 


MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR OUTDOOR SPACE 
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A GARDENS ILLUSTRATED SPE G IAL EDITION 


ONLY 


99 


This special edition features advice 

on designing your garden from the 
world’s top garden designers, including 
top tips for redesigning your plot or 
creating a new garden from scratch. 


Discover eight inspirational gardens 
in town and country, and beautiful 
planting ideas for year-round colour. 


Learn how to make the most of a small 
space, how to cope with a slope, and 
the ten most common mistakes people 
make, according to professional garden 
designers, and how to avoid them. 


Enjoy insights on everything 

from paths and parking spaces to 
wildflowers and water features, so 
that you can be confident in starting 
to create the garden of your dreams. 


Order your copy today 


*Price applies to UK orders only. Overseas prices, including postage, are £12.99 for Europe and £13.49 for Rest of World. All orders subject to availability. 
Transform Your Garden will be on sale from 30 March 2023 and copies will be mailed from this date. Please allow up to 21 days for delivery. 
TUK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed-line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free-minutes allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). 
Outside of inclusive or free-call packages, call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p per minute. Lines are open 8am-6pm, Monday to Friday, and 9am-lpm Saturday. 
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— B phony Orchestra, BBC National Orchestra of Wales, 
Fabien Gabel, Tadaaki Otaka (conductors) 
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M@ Receive your first 3 issues for only £5* 


“nena Ml After your trial, continue to save over 25% 
BBC NATIONAL ORCHESTRA OF: WALES e e e 
on the shop price when you pay by Direct Debit 


BBC PHILHARMONIC 
@ Build up a listening library witha 
complete work on each month’s cover CD 


SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT 
/*@ www.buysubscriptions.com/MUHA23 


@ or call 03330 162 118'and quote 


*This special introductory offer is available to new UK residents via Direct Debit only and is subject to availability. Offer ends 31st December 2023. The magazine used here is for illustrative purposes 
only, your subscription will start with the next available issue. After your first 3 issues, your subscription will continue at £25.49 every 6 issues thereafter, saving over 25% off the shop price. Full details 
of the Direct Debit guarantee are available upon request. tUK calls will cost the same as other standard fixed line numbers (starting 01 or 02) and are included as part of any inclusive or free minutes 
allowances (if offered by your phone tariff). Outside of free call packages call charges from mobile phones will cost between 3p and 55p per minute. Lines are open Mon to Fri 9am to 5pm. 
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+ Designers Urquhart & Hunt bring a modern touch 
toa classic, formal English garden 


+ How the innovative, experimental Swedish ‘sandman’ 
Peter Korn is making us rethink how we garden 


- Anexuberant, flower-filled Sussex garden that wraps 
around a 15th-century Wealden hall house 


- The restful elegance ofa contemporary white garden, 
owned by the founder of The White Company 
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wi Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition — see page 22. 
Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s and Tesco stores, 
as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 
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POTTED HISTORY 


Now containers are no longer her only option, Alice Vincent wonders if they still have 


a place in her garden, or is it time to leave her dolly tubs and chimney pots behind? 


he longer I garden, the more I 

realise that I go through as many 

cycles in my habits and tastes as 

the growing world around us, 

only with far less predictability. 
I always slightly envy people who know 
instinctively what they like in a garden, never 
tempted to flirt beyond their preferred colour 
palette or certain style. I’m still something ofa 
horticultural flibbertigibbet, ruling out one 
thing (peonies were the latest) only to find 
them cooing at me, siren-like, whether from 
the ground or the gram. 


Containers are a case in point. After teaching 
myself to garden in a small concrete box of a 
balcony, and then in a larger, more open one, 
container gardening was all I knew until three 
years ago. I could get four seasons’ of interest 
with relatively little fuss out of one large pot; 
I came to await the arrival of bulbs as the 
harbinger of spring just like any gardener with 
flowerbeds. I built up layers of planting that 
could be - and were - packed into a removal 
lorry, and I felt fortunate to have them. 


Mostly, those pots moved to the garden with 
me, whereupon the best of them tucked 
neatly into the sunken path by the back door 
and have continued to be the low-maintenance 
wonders they always were. (I can't rate ferns, 
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Muehlenbeckia, and persicaria cultivars “Red 
Dragon’ and ‘Purple Fantasy, underplanted 
with narcissus and spring starflower Ipheion 
uniflorum, more highly as a zero-effort, shade- 
tolerant, evergreen container combo.) 


However, faced with a blank expanse of 
grim patio, I began to accumulate more pots 
to break up all the paving. In came bargain 
reclaimed chimney pots from Croydon, and 
rather less affordable Victorian dolly tubs 
from Herefordshire. I planted them up, and I 
primped and fussed. I filled antique seedling 
pots with iris bulbs and terracotta tubs with 
nasturtiums. Two summers on - one of them 
blisteringly hot - and I'm trying to purge the 
bulk of my containers altogether. Could this 
be the end of my container gardening era? 


We're finally taking up the patio. The new 
garden design is one built around lower 
intervention, greater climate consciousness 
and, frankly, less faffing about now I have a 
small human to attend to. Pots made me 
a gardener, but since gaining ground I’ve 
come to see their reliance on water and 
soil nutrition as sustainability failings. The 
fact is, too many pot-grown plants need 
replacing too often. It's not good for the 
planet or my pocket. I may dream of opulent 
tubs spilling over with dahlias or sweet peas, 


but for me the ends increasingly don't justify 
the means in a climate crisis. 


I am not, of course, ruling out all containers; 
urban greening depends on them, and their 
contribution from what grows in them is 
larger than many think. A recent study 
showed that even in New York City, an 
environment far less green than London, 
photosynthesis from the plants grown in 
urban gardens was significant enough to 
absorb the carbon generated by its vehicular 
traffic. Containers provide an opportunity 
for planting at different heights and house 
flowering plants in the depths of winter, 
something of a lifeline for early pollinators. 
Certain adventurous plants (mint comes to 
mind) are simply better contained. Plus I 
spent a fortune on those dolly tubs. 


Instead, I am now container gardening more 
consciously: only using ones 40cm or wider 
across (far less needy of all resources), planting 
them mostly with perennials, and relying on 
home-made compost for mulch and nutrition. 
They'll be watered from the water butt. Ideally, 
containers should work a little like my beds, 
with a flow of plants popping up throughout 
the seasons, not unlike how they used to 
work on the balcony. Perhaps I’ve not changed 
so much after all. 
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MALVERN GARDEN BUILODINGS 


Visit one of our showsites to discover 
our range of premium garden 
buildings and luxury retreats. 


MALVERNGARDENBUILDINGS.CO.UK | WfQ 


Malvern 


